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This tssue is dedicated to Phi/ Berrigan. veteran peace and Plowshares 
activist currently serving a two year federal sentence for following his 
morals and his conscience. 


The Pine Tree Progressive is a vessel of information for those 
who seck fundamental change in our country and internationally in the 
spirit of solidarity with fellow humans. no matter what skin color. 
gender. nationality. etc. Through this periodical we hope to get to the 
root of the problems facing us as a people and hope to find and expose 
solutions to our ordeals. For many it is sometimes hard to remain 
positive and hopeful in such an oppressive world. vet there is always 
hope and belief in the goodness, creativity. and compassion of human 
beings. no matter how cynical mainstream thought may appear to be. 

We hope that the Pine Tree Progressive may be a unifying 
tool for the movement in Maine and beyond. a publication dedicated to 
action and not mere intellectual exercise. We desire to reflect the 
diverse Movement in Maine. from liberals to the extreme left (if these 
are terms that mean anything these days) and rightists. when they 
show sense. Views expressed in the PTP do not neccessarily reflect 
our Views. 


- STATEMENT OF BIAS - 
"You can't be neutral on a moving train." -Howard Zinn 
The PTP does not claim to be an objective source of reporting. 
It is difficult and perhaps undesirable to remain neutral in a world 
Which is already factioned and divided. and when the earth and its 
people are being harmed. In the course of articles that report news 
events in Maine and abroad. there wil! be occasional opinions that 
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appear that may not be mild or comfortable, but in our opinion. true. 
Please write to ug with any concerns and we will consider them. The 
staff is still going through the normal and educational process of 
always revising our beliefs and values. So we do not claim to stay with 
the same opinion always. | 

The Pine Tree Progressive is normally a quarterly publication 
(four times a year, for each season). We ask for a $2 donation for each 
copy. if possible. To subscribe, simply contact the PTP and state your 
address and you will be mailed the issues as they are printed (Cut-out 
Notice on last page). The PTP staff asks subscribers to please donate 
$2 for each issue, yet if that cannot be met. the subscriber will still 
receive the PTP. In the future the PTP will be printed on recycled 
paper. We will send bundles of issues to distributors, bookstores, P&J 
centers, etc., on demand. 

Articles, letters. reviews. opinion pieces are all welcome. 
Please submit them typed arid double-spaced if possible, there is no 
specific length required. but please nothing more than 20 double- 
spaced pages. 


- DONATIONS - DONATIONS - DONATIONS - 

Yes. unfortunately the money system still exists in the US and we still 
have to pay for postage. Our only expenses should be paper for 
copying and stamps. so please (only if you're financially able) donate 
$2 for every issue you would like. We will not restrict ourselves in 
mailing you an issue if you have not donated for it. however. 


WRITERS & NEWS WANTED | 

The PTP is seeking writers. especially students, that would be 
willing to submit articles for publication in the PTP on any progressive 
issues. Sorry, | will not be able to pay you for any articles unless from 
my own personal funds. which are thin. Any events you would want 
to be announced we'll gladly print, and we are looking for any kind of 
news from progressives in Maine. 
SEND QUESTIONS. SUBSCRIPTION NOTICES. ARTICLES, 
LETTERS. DONATIONS. COMMENTS, FURRY PETS, ETC. TO: 

The Pine Tree Progressive 

PO Box 227 

Jefferson, ME 04348 Ph. #: 1-207-549-3899 
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A NOTE OF APPRECIATION FROM THE RICH 


Let's be honest: you'll never win the lottery. On the other 
hand. the chances are pretty high that you'll slave away at some shitty 
job for the rest of your life. That's because you were in all likelihood 
born into the wrong social class. Let's face it - you're a metber of the 
WORKING CASTE. 

As a result. you don't have an education, upbringing. 
connections, manners, appearance ahd good taste to ever become one 
of us. In fact, you'd need a book the size of the yellow pages to list all 
of the uhfair advantages ‘ve have over you. That's why we're sO 
releived that you continue to beleive the silly fairy tale about "justice" 
and "equal opportunity" in America. 

Of course. in a hierarchical system like ours. there's nol 
much room at the top to begin with. And anyway, it's already 
occupied by us (in fact. we like it up here so much that we intend to 
keep it that way). But at least there's usually someone lower in the 
social hierarchy you can feel superior to atid kick in the teeth every 
once ina while. Even a lowly dishwasher can find some poor slob 
even lower than he to sneer and spit at. So be thankful for poor 
blacks. migrant workers. prostitutes, and homeless street people. 


Always remember that if everyone like you were economically 


secure and socially privileged like us, there would be no one left to fill 
all those boring. dangerous shit jobs in our economy. And no one to 
fight our wars or blindly follow orders in our corporate armies. And 
certainly no one to meekly go to their grave without having lived a full 
and creative life. So please. keep up the good work! 

Plus you probably don't have the same vicious, greedy. 
compulsive drive to acquire and possess wealth, power and prestige 
that we have. And even though you sincerely desire freedom. vou also 
fear freedom. keeping you and others like you in a nervous state of 
limbo. So you mechanically go through life playing your assigned 
social role. terrified what others would think should you ever dare to 
"break out of the mold." 

Naturally. we play you off against each other whenever it 
suits our purposes: skilled workers against unskilled. unionized 
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against non-unionized, black against white, American against 
Japanese against Mexican against... We continually bid your wages 
down by invoking "foreign competition," "the law of demand and 
supply." or "national security." We throw on the unemployment scrap 
heap if you step out of line or jeapordize our profits. We even let you 
vote for one of our political surrogates every now and then. Happily 
you haven't a clue as to what's really happening - instead you blame 
"Niggers," "Jews." "welfare mothers," "Queers." (everybody except us) 
for your troubled situation. 

Not only that, you still embrace the work ethic, even though 
most jobs in our economy undermine your health, poison the 
environment, and suck your one and only life out of you. We don't 
know much about work, but we're sure glad you do! 

Of course, life could be different. Society could be organized 
to meet the real needs of the general population. You could control 


your own activity and not be someone else's pawn. But you don't know 


that. You can't even imagine that. In fact that's probably the greatest 
accomplishment of our system: robbing you of your imagination, your 
creativity, your ability to think for yourself. 

So we'd truly like to thank you from the bottom or our 
heartless hearts. It's the obedient wage slave like you that help make 
our lives so pleasant and carefree. Your loyalty and sacrifice makes 
our corrupt luxury possible; vour work makes our sysiem work. 

So once again. thanks for "knowing your place" - without 
it! 
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The Rich Scum of America 
Remember the Golden Rule: he who has the pold makes the rules, 
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PLOWSHARES HARSHLY SENTENCED 
BY THE INJUSTICE SYSTEM 
By Justin Jackson 


On Monday, October 27 at the Federal Court Building in 
Portland. Maine. Judge Gene Carter senteticed three of the Prince of 
Peace Plowshares activists who had previously been found guilty of 
damging property at Bath Iron Works when they symbolically 
disarmed the nuclear warship USS The Sullivans earlier that year. 
Those sentenced were Philip Berrigan, to 24 months in federal prison: 
Steve Kelley, to 21 months in federal prison; and Mark Colville. to 13 
months in prison. Also. each of the above were required to be under 
supervision and probation for two years following the end of their jail 
time, and also were sentenced to pay 1/6 of the $28.000 worth of 
alleged damages to ths ship, even though they have all informed the 
court that they cannot pay because they have taken vows of poverty. 
During the sentencing a hearty crowd of about 60 persons swarmed 
around the entrance to the courthouse. singing peace Songs and 
drumming to let the warmongers know that the peacemakets support 
the Plowshares and will continue to struggle for peace in this wofld. 
Philip Berrigan. before being sentenced by the sour-ldoking Judge 
Carter. gave 4 scathing and moving testimony concerhing common 
morality and the issue of making pedce that touched the hearts of all 
those who had gathered to witness the sentencing (except maybe for 
the Judge and the Marshals). 

Following the sentences nine activists « Mike and Mary 
Donnelly, Justin and Joshua Jackson, Jessica and Audrey Stewart, 
Francis Crowe, Hattie Nestel, and Marcia Gagliardi - chained 
themselves to the closed main gates of the BIW annex on the Portland 
Waterfront in a citizen's arrest of the facillties. They were promptly 
arrested and taken to the Cumberland Country Jail, where those seven 
who weren't released as juveniles the day of arrest wete released 
Tuesday afterhoon. 

On Wednesday. October 29, the remaining three PlowsHares 
activists were sentenced by Judge Carter at the same location. Susan 
Crane recieved a particularly cruel sentence of 27 months by Judge 
Carter for refusing to show respect for the court by not standing when 
so asked. Steve Baggarly was senteticed to 13 months. Tom Lewis- 
Borbely was sentenced to 6 months. und each were also sentenced to 
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two years probation arid supervised release and also the monetary fities 
for alleged damages. 

Following that sentence 5 more activists - Jessica and Audfey 
Stewart, Greg Phelan, Sean Donahue. and Anna Alloco - were arrested 
after chaining themselves to the main gates of the BIW annex on the 
waterfront and throwing blood onto the BIW security building sign. 

The peace and justice community in Maine canhot go far 
enough in their thanks to the Plowshares for bringing a sunburst of 
hope and motivation into our work and thoughts. Their commendable 
action, moral courage and humble determination has been a giant 
inspitation to many and will last lifetimes. Their action has not been 
in vain! 

If we lived in a just and decent society General Dynamics 
CEO James Mellor, Henry Kissinger, George Bush and the thousands 
of other dealers of death and mayhem upon peaceful peoples would be 
sent to jail for their crimes against humanity. It is the ultimate, most 
insulting hypocrisy that the Plowshares go to prison for exposing the 
harm of these warships while those propogating the values of violence. 
war, and militarism are contfortable in their offices and inansions. IF 
THERE IS NO PEACE, THERE IS NO JUSTICE. IF THERE IS NO 
JUSTICE. THERE SHALL BE NO PEACE... 
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PRAISE FOR THE 
BOYS/GIRLS IN BROWN! 


On the Recent Victory by the Teamsters 4 gainst UPS 
By Justin Jackson 


Few doubt that the recent strike the Teamster's waged apainst 
United Parcel Service was a vittory. Ever anti-union pundits in the 
media grudgingly acknowledged the importance of such a triumph for 
the UPS workers and labor in general. 

In a limited sense, the UPS strike was highly successful. The 
negotiations ended with almost all of the Union's original demands 
being met. Justice for part-time workers Was a large part of the issue 
behind the strike. Fortunately. UPS agreed to cteate 10.000 full-time 
jobs by combining existing part-time jobs. These 10.000 new jobs are 
to be complimented by an aditional 10,000 or more new full-time jobs 
that will be created by expansion. The new contract. which will last 
five years, also guarantees that five out of every six full-tinte job 
openings will be filled by part-timers, The Teamsters also shot down 
UPS's atempt to withdraw from the union's multi-employer pension 
plans. The company desired to set up its Own pension plan. which it 
claimed would be a higher pension rate than the one the Teamster's 
could provide. Instead, UPS agreed to contribute much more to the 
union's existing pension plan. which will likely raise pensions to the 
same level or higher than the one offered by UPS. 

Wages also will increase. Full-timers will réceive a raise of 
$3.10 ntore over the five year contract, slightly lower than the pre- 
strike demand for increased wages made by the Teamsters. Part- 
timers Will see theit wages inctease $4.10 over the contract period, for 
most, a 40% increase. For wotkers Starting at UPS. full-tirers will 
begin at $15 and $8.50 for part-timers. 

Part of the union's success was the visibly increased 
membership participation in the affairs of the union itself. For years 
the reformist wing of the Teantsters. Teamsters for a Democratic 
Union (TDU), have been agitating for greater participation of the 
members of Teamsters. democratic elections of Officers in the union. 
among other things. TDU activists have energized a large portion of 
Teamsters and in this way they have prepared themselves for a drawn- 
out struggle like the strike in August. 


5 





STRIKE 


Unionigm by definition embraces democracy and democratic 
principles. Any steps toward greater democracy within unions should 
be welcomed. The rank-and-file of every union deserve to Have their 
union and be a union, not just be/ong to one. A policy of rank-and-file 
leadership and initiative, self-determination and direct action on the 
picket lines are the keys to an effective union and to getting demands 
met by the bosses. 

Also partly responsible for the union's victory in the UPS 
strike was the wide support of the public. Despite whining by the 
talking heads on the national evening news shows, complaining that 
the strike is harming business and ruining profit margins, and that 
consumers were being insulted, the majority of Americans supported 
the strikers. Many Arhericans now work part time and their needs 
aren't met by their wages or hours, so the dernands of the strikers 
found many sympathizers across the nation. 

The Teamstets who made UPS think twice about its policies 
should be congratulated. Their struggle waged on hundred of picket 
lines from the Atlantic to the Pacific have gone a long way to 
revitalizing the labor movement, and have made many think about 
their union sentiments who might not have without such an effective 
and large strike. We must look forward to more union wins and fewer 
losses, more workplace democracy and fewer bosses breathing down 
worker's backs! 

6 4 BE AG aS Ah a a Ge a a a a a a a a a a a a A 
UPDATE FROM THE AUGUSTA 


LEONARD PELTIER SUPPORT GROUP 
By David Hendren 


On June 19th through June 22nd, the Worldwide Organizing 
Clemency Conference was held at the Tulsa Creek Indian Community 
Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The official opening occured when 
Marduetta Peltier, Leonard's daughter. addressed the delgates, reading 
a statement front her father. The statement ended with Leonard 
urging us dll to know his case well enough to present his case in a 
professional manner. Then Marquetta told everyone of the personal 
toll this is taking on Leonard's children and grandchildren, she spoke 
of the harassment Leonard undergoes each day he is there, including 
an incident where a guard took a shot at him while he was walking the 
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exercise track. When you meet a man's family everything seems more 
urgent. Jacob, Leonard's 5 year old grandson. was there and the 
thought that he might not get to grow up having walked freely with is 
grandfather really saddened me. 

Dennis Banks spoke of the hope of the U.S. Senaté holding 
oversight hearings into government activities on Pine Ridge. South 
Dakota. during the reing of tertor (1973-'76). Senator Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell had promised to hold them. although an aid later said that 
he had only stated that he would look into it. 

Throughout the rest of the afternoon we heard from speakers 
including Mary Jane Wilson and Mike Haney. On Friday we offered 
ideas on activities to get Leonard executive clemency, and later that 
night the Clemency runners arrived after running 1500 miles in 11 
days. Same of the runners came from Germany. Holland , Austria, 
and the Basque region of Spain, and after a welcoming cerémony some 
of the runners spoke. There were more speakers including Edgar Bear 
Runner. Robrta Crazy Thunder, and Rick Gray Buffalo, all from South 
Dakota. Satutday we heard from former Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark and finished up our activities reports, and later that evening 
there was an exceptional concert at the community center. Floyd "Red 
Crow" Westerman, Jay Harte and Bernie Peoples performed, and 
Marcus from Australia played the Dijireedoo. It was a moving 
evening and many good songs were sung. To top the day PBS had a 
crew with the clemency tour who were persent that day, so hopefully 
there will be further exposure. Sunday closed with Marquetta, Dennis. 
and Mike Haney reminding us to support and encourage the senate 
oversight hearings. 

So | encourage all supporting hearings investigating 
government abuse of power on Pine Ridge from 1973-1976 to please 
write, call, or e-mail senators Inouye and Campbell. asking them to 
support holding oversight hearings into that period. For more 
infornation cocnerning Leonard's case, supporting Leonard Peltier, or 
contacting representatives, call David Hendren at 623-2601. 


SEN. BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL 

380 Russel Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

tel: 202-224-5852: e-mail: sen@campbell.sen. gov 
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SEN, INOUYE | 
722 Hart Senate Office Building a 
espe D.C, 20510 

tel: 2 


2-224-3934; e-mail: sen@inouyé.sen. gov 


POLICE BRUTALITY AT PLYMQUTH 


National Day of Mourning Marc 
Attacked by Pildrim Police 


On Thursday, November 27, the dnnual National Day of Mourning in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, ended with a brutal attack by police on the 
gathered marchers, The march is an annual event to compliment the 
"Pilgrim Progress" parade, 4 march organized by the Mayflower 
Society of Plymouth. | 

Some 150 to 200 niarchers had gathered on Coles' Hill in — 
Plymbuth before the niarch, which had been organized by the United 
Ametican Indiatis of New England (UAINE), Several speakers orated 
for about ah hour, calling attention to the obligation of those who héar 
the truth about Native people's history of coldnialist oppression to act 
in the defetise of those indigenous peoples. After the speeches the 
march started towards Plymouth Comnion following a banner that 
said," We are not vanishing. We dre not conquered. We are as strong 
as ever," 

The march had not advanced but a block before a column df 
60 Gestapo-looking police plowed into the peaceful marchers, beating 
people with theit clubs, macing and pepper gassing non-violent 
marchers, including an eight-year old and elders, Twenty-five of the 
marchers were atrested for disorderly conduct and assualt anid battety 
on a police officér, including spritual leader of the march, Sam Sapiel, 
even though the conduct of the marchers was wholly peaceful and not 
aggréssive or threatening to the police officers. Those arrested were 
released later that night.. 

The first Defence Committee theeting in defenst of tle 
victiths of the police riot, who are suing, was held in Boston oh 
Decelnber 20, The ACLU has been helpful, and membets of the 
National Lawyer's Guild are reported to be on the defense team. 

A letter-writing and petitiori campaign is underway, so please get 
involved (see information bélow on how to contact UAINE). 
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The "responsible citizenry" of New England can rest assured 
that New England is not an exception when it comes to the brutal and 
active répression of Native peoples by imposed, cruel and cbercive 
authorities. Elsewhere ini the country indigeneous peoples are the 
victims of unjust persecution when they stand up for their sovereign 


rights. 

In Mendocino County in California, police have been 
harrassing the population of Round Valley reservation. Bear Lincoln, 
a native of northern California, faced trial this summer and the death 
penalty. He was released and now has been dragged into another trial, 
bringing his life into jeopardy again for a crime he did not commit. 

On the Big Mountain reservation in northern Arizona the 
native Dineh people still face removal from their sacred lands. They 
are beirig subjected to hatrassment and possible eviction betause of the 
greed of a coal campany which wants to exploit their homeland. 

Indigeneous political prisoners still are wrongly incarcerated 
in jail because of their political beleifs and the defense of their people. 
Leonard Peltier is still serving several life sentences at Fort 
Leavanworth for a crime that federal authorities know he didn't 
commit. He is only one of many. 

Contact the organizations below and get involved in the 
defense of Native rights! 


>UAINE, POB 7501, Quincy, MA 02269 (617)773-0406 

>Lincoln Defense Committee, Mendocino Envitonmental Information 
Center, 108 W. Stanley, Ukiah, CA, 95482 

>Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, KS 66044 
>Suppoit for Native Sovereingty, POB 2 104, Seattle, WA 98111 


ARE PEOPLE A WEED? 
NO, BUT CAPITALISM Is! 


By Richard Levins 
Richard Levins is a professor of the Dept. of Public Health of Harvard 


and a reknowned ecologist. The Jollowing is exercpted from a lecture 
Mr. Levins gave July 19, 1992, at the World Fi ellowship Center. 
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One thing that ecology teaches us is that there is no escape 
from politics, Objetts cah be both biological and social at the same 
tirne, in fact they are. Therefore we have to understand not the 
relation between the human species and nature, but between each kind 
of society in nature. In particular for our purposes, obviously we have 
to understand the relationship between capitalisin and nature. In 
examining that relationship I would like to go over several of the 
major features of the ways in which aspects of the ecosystem, and the 
needs for ecological rationality come in conflict with some of the 
imperatives of capitalism. 

In pointing out these conflicts I am not predicting what the 
outcome is, but simply presenting a problem, showing opposing forces 
at work. It requires a different kind of analysis then to try to get some 
sense of what the outcome of that opposition of forces will be, and 
much of that we can't predict in advance. What we do when we talk 
about these iricompatabilities is that we are calling for a struggle to 
change things as much as we are sitting back and trying to predict 
what is Zoing to happen. 

First of all, where ecology looks toward some steady state 
equilibrium, the economics of capitalism requires expansion. It 
requires expansion for many reasons. One is that for the individual 
enteprise, survival requires expanding at the expense of others, taking 
their markets away, and creating new demand, and the creation of new 
demand means either getting more people to consume the same 
product, or inventing new products and then convincing them that 
they need it. It means that we have to then use natural resources that 
are more scarce, fatther away, that are harder to extract, and that 
require more energy for their transportation and processing. This 
increases the pressure on nature. For the economy as a whole the 
expansion is necessary also because of the contradiction in capitalism 
that Marx pointed out. On the one hand an enteprise has to produce 
profit, which means that the price of goods it releases on the market 
has to be greater than the expenses of producing it, particularly the 
wage expenses, otherwise, there wouldn't be a profit. On the other 
hand in order to realize that profit the enteprise has to sell the goods, 
which means that people's purchasing power has to be at least as great 
as the price of the goods on the market. 

There are a number of ways to deal with this problem. One of 
these is to depend on selling not only to the people who are producing 
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consumer goods, but also to the people who are producing the 
machines, the means of production. That only makes sense if you are 
expanding production, so once again capitalism has to expand. Next, 
since there is not enough purchasing power in the present, capitalism 
has to borrow from the future through various kind of credit. What 
results i$ that an increasing proportion of the income goes toward 
paying off debt. Obviously this can't go on indefinitely, so there has to 
be some means of diluting the debt: inflation. By expanding the 
economy, what is ten percent of our incomte now may be only five 
percent of our income in twenty years if we expand enough of the 
production. So keeping the economy running for that reason also 
requires expansion. Another way of increasing consumption, or 
providing a market, is by creating service industries that don't really 
produce anything, but are concerned mostly with shuffling around the 
income. So there are tens of thousands of people whose job it is to 
determine who gets what share of the profit. All kinds of financial 
industries have been expanding rapidly without really producing 
anything. 

Another ittcompatability of capitalism and nature is the 
expansion of pollution. There are about 75,000 different kinds of 
synthetic molecules that are in the environment at the present time, 
and that number increases at the rate of about five to ten thousand a 
year. The Food and Drug Administration and the Environmental 
Protection Agency can only screen about a hundred of these because 
they are undetfunded. Every time we increase the pressures to screen 
more things, we often target the particular poisons and have them 
removed. So it is not true to say that capitalism cannot protect us from 
particular poisons, because it does, but it also is always adding new 
poisons. What then happens is that we get a kind of balance where 
new posions are coming into our environment at a rate at least as fast 
as we are removing old poisons. 

Furthermore, capitalism can't deal with all these poisons 
because of what happens when you have a large number of small 
poisons. Suppose that a poisor will only kill one person in a million. 
So in a population of two hundred million it will cause two hundred 
deaths, and that would be almost impossible to detect by usual means. 
Now suppose that there are ten thousans such poisons, each poison 
killing one ina million. Furthermore, one poison will only kill when 
the person is exposed to six other poisons. The law is designed not to 
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discover what effects your health but to assign legal responsibility, 
which means thdt, according to the law, each object has a seperate and 
isolated effect. So thetefore the ehvironment is being changed in 
where we can't stop the poisoning, but paradoxically, we can stop one 
kind of posion. Stopping orte poison is important, but can lead to 
misconceptions. For each time we restrict the right to pollute the 
environment, the arguments becoine stronger that it is bad for the 
economy. Therefore, poisoning is relocated from one place to another, 
and often to the places which have the least clout, either within this 
country or outside this country. And as the economy gets into more 
trouble, the demand to not interfere with competitive advantage 
become stronger. 

Ohtce again, it is not true that capitalism can't protect the 
environment, because there are some environments that capitalists are 
very interested in protecting. Sometimes they are interested in 
exploiting a resource and preserving it for future exploitation, but it's 
equally true that sometimes they would like to use up a resource and 
move on to a new one. Frorn the point of a capitalist corporation the 
various objects in the environment are raw materials for commodities. 
A lumber company is not really in the business of producing lumber, 
but it is in the business of creating profits, and it calculates very 
carefully. "Shall we preserve this forest and extract so many thousand 
feet of wood every year for profit, or shall we use it all up at once and 
then invest our money in renting a military government, or in a used 
car dealership," or any other kind of economic activity, which are 
completely interchangeable at the boardroom level. As capitalism 
becomes more flexible in its economic instruments it becomes easier to 
shift investments around so that the concern for any particular 
environment become less. This means that the destruction of a forest 
or a wetland is not necessarily the result of ignorance, but the result of 
calculation. 

Now the fact that things are produced mostly to service 
commodities for the market is an important thing in understanding the 
way in which capitalism impacts the environment. With capitalist 
science, every improvement in technology makes it possible to turn 
more parts of our life into commodities. It's only with modern medical 
science that the kidney can now become a commodity. First, we 
transplant kidneys, which can be an act of humanity. But then you see 
advertisements in the nespapers in Brazil where people are offering to 
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sel] their kidneys or an eye, and at this stage, parts of the body become 
marketable. With the development of reproductive technology, the 
uterus becomes marketable. So there is an ever-increasing number of 
ways in which we impinge on nature, but the criterion remains the 
same: profitablity. 

Competition is obviously one of the important aspects of 
capitalism, so we must ask, "What gives the competitive advantage?" 
There are things that people can do for cutting down costs that might 
protect the environment. For example, they can make engiheering 
more efficient, burn the energy more completely, waste less raw 
material, or improve quality control so that fewer of the objects have to 
be discarded. Another thing that they can do is squeeze the work force 
harder, which depends on having a sufficient flow of workers, and 
these workers will be derived from those parts of the populdtion which 
can least resist the unhealthy working conditions. In the third world, 
the diseases of underdevelopment are being conibined with the 
diseases of maximum modern development, where malnutrition makes 
the lungs more vulnerable to the abrasions that are being caused by 
modern chemicals. 
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Capitalism also produces a surplus of people which operates 
in a lot of different ways. For instance, there was a big concern dbout 
population growth a number of years ago. The interesting thing that 
happened was that those places that had birth control and population 
control programs that were most successful began worrying about the 
falling birthrate, because it doesn't allow for the expansion of the 
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market. Take something like housing. A house lasts for maybe fifty to 
a hurfdred years. If a house lasts a hundred years then then you only 
have to replace one percent of the houses every year. Therefore, the 
housing market depends on the growth of the population. Ifa 
population is also growing at one perceht that doubles the demand for 
housing. So therefore, an economy which produces durable goods has 
to have population growth in order to provide markets. Yet insofar as 


TURNING THE TIDE d population grows slowly 
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| creates demands on the 
social secutity system that eventually gets undercut. 
Ohe statts to think, "Well, what would a sane society do about 
this?" : 

One possibility is to charige the nature of work. It always 

struck me in working in political organizations that those of us who 
work in academic life look at retirement very differently from those 
who work in industrial production. I remember in one of the groups 
that I was in there was a railroad worker who was excitedly looking 
forward to his retirement. For him retitement was a privilege, 
whereas fot me it would be a punishment. The difference is that I 
have control ovet the conditions of my work. In a certaif sense doing 
research becomes a personal condition for my own well-being. not 
simply a way of making a living. My work day doesn't have sharp 
boundaries. There are times when during working hours I'll take out 
time to go to the doctor or to go shopping. At the same time, I'll wake 
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up in the middle of the night and think equatioris. In certain ways, the 
life of the scientist, at least the more priveleged section among the 
scientists, begins to approximate what Marx thought about as the 
conditions of life for everyone in a communist society. The 
contradiction that, while on one hand, we don't want people to be 
exploited all their lives, but on the other hand we people are livirlg 
longer and have a right to maintenance in old age, cah only be solved 
by changing the nature of work, so that people are contribuling 
actively to society for a much longer time but is not the kind of burden 
that people are looking forward to escaping from. 

Competition can also take place through cheating, polluting 
more and hiding the fact, which results in the creation of all kinds of 
regulatory bodies to keep the capitalists in line. The science of 
cotruption is develdping to very high levels. There are not only 
accountants looking for ways to get around taxes but people looking 
for ways to dilute poisons. Whenever you discover something is 
causing poison or is poisoning people, a tremendous dmouttt of 
ingenuity goes into hiring experts to prove the opposite. I recall when 
the John Mansville company was arguing that asbestos is not produced 
by the asbestos industry but instead comes up spontaneously froni the 
mud at the bottom of Lake Superior. It took fifty years to recognize 
black luhg as a disease in the United States after it was recognized in 
Erigland. This was not because American doctors are dumber than 
English doctors, but because there was a labor party in England. 

Another kind of conflict between ecolopy and capitalisnt is 
that capitalism produces an aesthetics of efficiency, ptacticality, 
control, regularity, economies of scale, the goal of winning, of getting 
ahead, and the metaphor of the bottom-line, which has become the 
basic justification for doing anything in a capitalist system. In 
capitalist calculations you can add values. For instance, the value of 
rice and beans is equal to the value of rice plus the value of beans on 
the market, yet not on the dinner table. Therefore the kind of mix that 
we need for healthy lives and the kind of mix of products that 
capitalism chooses from the point of view of profitability have nothing 
incommon. They would only coincide accidentally. That's a luxury 
that increasingly we cannot afford. There are a whole series of ways 
in which the demands of capitalism at least come into conflict with 
what ecology tells us we can't get away with doing. That is the 
situation we are in at the present time. 
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The phrase "people before profits"sums up in a way the 
radical potential of an ecology movement that couriterpoises human 
need to profit need on one after another of different aspects of society. 
When we speak of education, the education movement, the movements 
to improve the schools, we are arguing for for human need and 
individual developmerit, as against profit needs. 

In one sense, what is happening is that a lot of the different 
struggles in ecology concerning health and tlie talk about health as 
being a right and not 4 commodity to be bought and sold, is that we 
are finding the commodity relationship itself becoming increasingly 
incompatible with a full life, and even with a healthy life, as it 
succeeds in penetrating more and more completely into all corners of 
our lives. The very creativity of capitalism in turning everything into 
commodities also debases what it touches. It is a kind of Midas touch, 
in which everything capitalism touches turns to shit. 

Political democracy is great, as people expand their rights, as 
more voters register, as we have more and more political parties, as 
people have more power to choose their rulers. However, the science 
of controlling what the public chooses then becomes more essential for 
maintaining things the way they are. | 

Now we have the double bookkeeping where talk about 
election campaigns becomes discussion on technique, image, 
presentation, and which public relations firms are managing Clinton 
or Bush. The result is that simaltaneously as new freedoms are created 
they are destroyed. As new products are invented they become 
commoditized. As technologies that preserve health are invented they 
becorie a means for impoverishing people further. It is these 
incompatabilities that makes it necessary for the ecology movement to 
become increasingly anti-capitalist. Of course, that doesn't mean it 
will; we can't predict the outcome of the incompatibility between 
ecology and capitalism. What we do see is that people come to an 
ecology movement because of these particulat concerns, but they also 
have certain side conditions. For instance, a person will come into an 
environment movement and say, "! would like for there to be clean 
air, provided it doesn't effect the profitability of my industry." "I 
would like to have pure water - provided the pure water isn't bad for 
the economy." 

Whenever the cry goes up that environmental protection is 
bad for the economy, we can meet that in two ways. We could argue 
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that environmental protection is not bad for the economy, They can 
still make a profit; their dilemrha is that environmental protection 
makes the economy not as profitable as without environmental 
protection. However, it is even more interesting when they are right. 
When they are able to prove that environmiental protection is bad for 
the economy, what more devastating criticism exists for the economy? 
An economy that forces people to either starve or suffocate is not an 
economy that we want. 
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Audio and Video Recordings 


Ralph Nader lectures 
Chomsky & Zinn: "Cold War & The University” 
Kathd Pollit & Ani Defranco: "Feminism" 
Socialist Schilars Conference, 
Kathleen Cleaver & Noam Chomsky Speak 
*“and much more... 
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"A LIVING WAGE FOR THE WORK YOU DO" 
By Chris McKinnon 


Chris \fcKinnon is an active member of the Southern Maine Labor 
Party and has held a long interest in labor issues. 


The bosses have two parties, now we have one of our own! 
The Labor Patty was formed in 1996 by thousands of local unions, 
representing over a million wotkers, and community activists to 
defend and promote the interests and aspirations of working people. 
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Since that time, state and local chapters have sprouted from the grass 
roots. 

Maine's first chapter was formed in January 1997. Thirty- 
five folks braved the winter chill to make the first exploratory meeting 
of the Labor Party at the Campus Center at USM-Portland. The 
second meeting was scheduled a mohtth later and at that time, a 
smaller group founded the Southern Maine Labor Party (LP). Each 
succeeding month has witnessed slow but steady growth, both in the 
numbers of LP members and the substance of its political work. LP 
activists were a regular presence on the picket lines at UPS in Kittery, 
Portland, and Auburn 

The Labor Party is fighting for good jobs with good wages 
and benefits. The LP believes that the most pressing problem in the 
U.S. today is the lack of good-paying jobs. One out of four workers is 
either uhemployed, involuntarily working part time or working full 
tithe at poverty wages. The LP is actively petitioning, in Maine and 
around the nation, for a "Constitutional Guarantee for a Job at a 
Living Wage for All." As long as millions are unemployed, employers 
can continue to pay low wages, to deny benefits and to make us 
insecure about keeping our existing jobs. A Constitutional right to a 
job would assure everyone a job at a living wage, and those of us who 
have jobs would be more secure. 

We need to get it in writng. Congress has passed laws, like 
the Full Employment Act of 1978, promising everyone a job. Those 
laws are full of loopholes and have never been enforced. We need to 
put the right to a job into the U.S. Consitution to force Congress to 
find ways to implerhent it. 

The Labor Party in Maine has been concentrating its 
campaign on Portland's East End, known locally as Munjoy Hill. This 
is a very progressive, working-class neighborhood, so it is no big 
surprise that the LP petitioners have been getting a favorable response. 
As a follow-up to weeks of petitioning and leafletting Munjoy Hill, the 
LP co-sponsoted, along with the Teamsters Local 340, a community 
meeting at the Cummings Center on Munjoy Hill. Phil Mamber, State 
Organizer of the Massachusetts LP and past President of UE/District 
2, was the guest speaker. Mamber, a veteran labor activist and 
Teamster for 16 years, spoke convincingly of the need for independent 
political action. He dismissed the Democratic Party as an institution 
for advancing the interests of the working-class. The Democrats, like 
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the Republicans, said Mamber, “are subservient to corporate interests." 
The message was warmly received by the two dozen folks in 
attendarice. The question and answer session that followed Mamber's 
presentation allowed for an elaboration of the LP's Program. Interest 
was strong and clearly reflected by the fact that most stayed after the 
meeting was closed and carried on informal conversations about the 
LP's program and ways the LP might work with other progressive 
groups in Portland. 


THE LABOR PARTY PROGRAM 


>A Constitution Guarantee to a Job at a Living Wage 

>Two Months Severance for Every Yedr of Service for Laid- 
Off Workers 

>Worker's Right to Organize, Batgain, and Strike 

>An End to Bigotry: An Injury to One is an Injury to All 

>Universal Access to Quality Health Care 

>Less Work w/No Reduction in Pay & Mandated Time Off 

>Paid Family Leave 

>Access to Quality Public Education 

>An End to Corporate Abuse of Trade 

>An End to Corporate Welfare 

>A Tax System Where the Wealthy Pay Their Fair Share 

>A Revitilized Public Sector 

>An End to Corporate Dominance of Elections 

>A Just Transition Movement to Protect Jobs and the 
Environment | 

>Worker Inspectors to Enforce Safety and Health Regulations 

>Worker-Sensitive Technology Development 


Southern Maine Labor Party 

POB 1812, Portland, ME 04104 (207) 780-1247 

Labor Party/New England 

197 Friend St., 9th Floor Boston, MA 02114 (617) 531-0902 
Labor Party 


POB 53177, Washington, D.C. 20009 (202) 234-5190 
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HIT THE ROAD, JACK? 


By Dan Ogden 


Dan Ogden is a writer and activist from Massachussetts who is 
currently a regular commentator for Pacifica Radio and Web of Life 
Audio, as well as a writer whose writings have most recently appeared 
in Toward Freedom, Edging West, and Peacework. 


Many of us may be seeing a lot of road this autumh, perhaps 
as we do every year at this time or as the weather allows us more 
mobility. This writer, once wooed by the state highway running by his 
boyhood home and later captivated by the travels of Jack Kerouac or 
Woody Guthrie, has watched his romance with the road fade over the 
years. What once inspired me to know the makes and years of nearly 
every car that passed by my window has now soured dnd devolved into 
a sort of dismay. I'll grant that the exciternent of traveling this vast 
and varied land kept me on the road for many years. In fact, my 
family and I lived dn the highways of the Lower 48 iri an old truck. 
Like gypsies we roamed from coast to coast, following the sun and our 
own whims. Eventually it got kind of old. 

We noticed a lot of other folks were taking to the road, far too 
many other folks. Many of them in gigantic land yachts equipped with 
all the amenities of the average middle-class home: alr conditioners; 
televisions; full baths: many of them towing cars like a yacht tows a 
dingy. it seemed as if the road was filling-up with overnight retirees, 
as if Martin Milner and George Matias had turned off Route 66 and 
traded-in their Corvette for a couple of Winnebagos stocked to the 
windshield trim with Cheese-wiz and Ring Dings. These people had 
not so much taken to the open road as dragged everything along with 
them. 

How grotesque to compare the over-butdened RV with its 
consumptive baggage to the hitch-hikers and their austere back-packs. 
The latter is, in a sense, still free to experience the wonder of the road. 
The former carries their own prison. How terribly USA. How 
weighted with gluttony. 

Yet. it was more than the road filling-up with tourists and 
their lodds which led to our disillusion, it was the road itself. Jane 
Holtz Kay's recently published book Asphalt Nation.. regarding the 
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capitalist program to destroy public transportation in the service of the 
auto industry remittds us of what we learned in the pdst decade or so - 
the romance of the open toad was, in part, a manufactured, calculated 
seduction. The relationship was never consummated because big 
auto/big, oil was always toying with us. They titillated and cajoled, but 
never really delivered on their promise of freedom, adventure and 
happiness. We were foolish to think they even could. 

The lure of the open road is not about how cool or 
comfortable one is getting there, it certainly isn't about how fast or 
long it takes. No, it is about the freedom to move unencumbered by 
their material goods or imposed restrictions. The most amazing times 
I had on the road were perhaps the times I had no wheels beneath me. 

Now there are too mainy wheels, too much pavement, indeed 
too many people. Much of old Route 66 lies beneath 1-40. Interstates, 
for the most part, are boring and homogeneous, their off-ramp services 
dominated by faceless corporations. The natural world which may 
remain hear their margins are the ortly saving grace. If one wants to 
actually experience the road the must avoid it to do so. As odd as this 
sounds. all the real freedom anid adventure may well be off the road, 
on the rnils and trails, the rivers and streams. You don't need a car or 
RV. You can see the USA without a Chevrolet. 
SFSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSISISSS 


PUBLIC WELFARE: 
THE PLUTOCRAT'S FRIEND 


By Tom Johnson 


Tom Johnson is a boat builder with a flourishing interest and 
participation in the labor movement. Fe is also a member of the 
Industrial Workers of the World. 


If you give a hungry man a fish, you solve the immediate 
problem. If you teach him how to fish, you solve a bigger problem. 
The U.S. Welfare system has always addressed the first problem, and 
there will be no significant changes. Why not? 

Welfare keeps the long term jobless out of sight and quiet; it 
removes thent from the mainstream of our society, often placing them 
in ghettos or public housing projects. Building whole neighborhoods 


of despairing boredom, the welfare System packs large numbers of 
workers with no money, ho jobs, and no prospects into one place, 
effectively removing therm from our View. 

By removing the long term unemployed from our close 
surroundings and depositing them ini catch basins of the poor, it 
becomes easier for the media and the politiciang to vilify them, to 
make them not only seemingly responsible for their joblessness. but 
also responsible for a myriad of associated social ills. Citing the tax 
dollars that it takes to support this system, it is easy for politicians to 
drive a wedge between the avetage working-person and the "bums on 
welfare." : 

In the early part of 1933 after the stock market crash of 1929, 
there were between 12 arid 17 million unemployed people in this 
country. With no government aid available, the jobless were selling 
apples dn the street, picking through garbage cans looking for 
something to eat, begging for work or food, and building shantytowns 
(Hoovervilles) on town dumps. This put the jobless in close contact 
with the working people who still had jobs. It was that visibility, the 
day to day contact that gave allow working people a good look at being 
Jobless, and what it meant to be homeless, hungry, and unable to find 
work. 

In the 1930's, just as in every previous depression (1873, '84. 
'93, 1907, '21), there was massive and militant agitation for social and 
economic reform driven in part by awareness of people who were stil] 
working that they were only a pay check or two from being out oh the 
street themselves. F.D. Roosevelt instituted the New Deal, a program 
of publicly funded works projects and a financial relief system for the 
poor. By providing food and shelter to the destitute, the welfare 
SyStem effectively silenced any outcry for changes in the economic 
system. 

In these days of skyrocketing corporate profits, the welfare 
system keeps people from asking why there are so many people out of 
work. The media tells us that those out of work are just shiftless 
loafers, thereby quelling any agitation for jobs or questioning of the 
corporate model of the economy. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau (1993) 35,968,000 
people receive some form of means-tested assistance (AFDC, Geheral 
Assistance, SSI, Food Stamp, Medicaid, and housing assistance), 24% 
(just under 9 million) of these people are unemployed. To put each of 
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these 9 million people to work and pay them $5.15 per hout 
(minimum wage) would cost an employer about $7.73 per Hour. ‘The 
additional $2.58 (estimated) per hout is the employer's cost of 
unemployment insurance, workman's compensation, and Social 
Security contribution. $7.73 per hour timés 40 hours a week times 52 
week is $16.068 cost to the employer per year. Take that $16,068 j 
times 9 million welfare recipiehts and the cost to employers would 
equal just a little over $144.6 billion. 
The corporate interests in this country certainly don't wdnt to . 
absorb these 9 million people ih to the ranks of their employees. That 
would cost too much money, cut into the margin of profit, and reduce 
stockholder dividends. It is much better for profitability if the welfare 
recipients are suppdrted by the government, ratHer than the 
cotporations providing them with a living wage. 
The media have painted a picture of welfare queens whose 
families have been on welfare for five generations. Sure, there are a 
few of those bums out there, but the average stay on welfare is under 
three years. The plutocrats have used the iedia, their lobbyists, and 
their bought-dnd-pdid-for politicians to divide the workers of this 
country into two groups: workers and loaférs. Instead of workers, 
employed and unemployed, showing a solid front, wanting to know 
whty thete areh't jobs when the corporations are making record profits, 
the employed workers datice to the boss' tune, siping at the jobless, 
despising the homeless, and hating mythical welfare queens. 
That brings up the welfare reforms of 1996 including the so- 
called workfate program. This is a program to move the recipients of 
government aid off the welfare rolls and into thé work force. Like 
other reforms that supposedly help everyone and make our country a 
better place to live in, these changes benefit the rich and powerful, not 
the working class. 
Welfare recipients must by government mandate find a job or 
lose their benefits. The government will of course provide assistahce 
finding jobs. This assistance will take the form of tax breaks and 
suspension of the ntinimum wage laws for businesses who hires the 
welfare recipient. This will put the workfare participant, who is A 
legally bound to find a job, in direct competition with other low wage 
and entry level workers. At the lowest wage levels the percentage of | 
unemployment has historically been higher than at higher wage levels. + 
In other words, at any given tithe there are more jobless people who 


2d 
J 


were earning $6.00 an hour on their last job than there are jobless who 
were earning $20.00 an hour. A state subsidized low wage workforce 
that ik legally bolund td find work will act to drag down the already low 
wages for the country's working poor. who also suffer the highest rates 
of unemployment. 

In this country we calculate the value of ldbor oh what might 
be called the lowest bidder system. All other things being equal, if it 
is possible to fill a job opening, to the employers satisfaction, at a cost 
of $3, he will not pay $6 for that job. The idea is to pay the lowest 
possible price for labor. You can't get rnuch cheaper than a state 
sponsored labor pool unless we return to the system of chattel slavery. 

There are not enough jobs that pay a living wage, the welfare 
system hides this fact from may people who would agitate for more 
and better jobs. The lack of jobs that pay a living wage can easily be 
ascerlained by the fact that over 25 million (dver 75%) of recipients of 
federal assistance are employed. Pumping ariother 9 million people 
into the labor mdrket will not improve the sithation. These state 
subsidized workers will only serve to drive wages down for those who 
are already living at the bottom. The corporations will reap the 
benefits of a larger, low-wage work force in Higher profits. THe 
taxpayer is supporting this wage cutting - profit increasing program. 
A trahsfer of mohey from the individual to the corporate coffets by 
way of government is sociallzed capitalism. A system of socialism for 
the rich, capitalism for the poor. 

The welfare system and its business slanted reforms have 
provided tHe smoke and mirrors that distract us from demanding more 
and better jobs inistead of higher corporate profits. It prevents any 
challenge to the corpotate ntodel of the economy. It keeps our 
attention and anger focused away from corporate greed and aimed at 
the jobless. The plutocrats have used the welfare issue to cripple 
working class awareness, protecting their owh profits and position by 
stalling the engine of social and economic change. To the corporate 
interests, the welfare system is too convenient and profitable to lose 
and they will only allow changes that will be to their benefit. 


Mass Media, American Style: 


Environmentally Unfriendly 
By Traci Hickson 


Traci Hickson has been an environmental broadcaster for five vears, 
publishes Green fire Media Watch and is a senior at College of the 
Atlantic. 


".. . if information is delayed, biased, sequestered, ignoted, 
denied, distorted or absent, the system of which it is a part simply can't 
work. You cdn't solve a problem that you don't know about, or that 
you find out about too late, or that you have exaggerated or 
underestimated." 

-Donella Meadows, Changing the World through the 
Information Sphere 


In 1996 the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
announced that global warming is occuring due to human dctivities. 
In 1995, the National Academy of Scientists announced thdt life on 
earth is being extinguished faster than at any time in the last 425 to 
450 million years. Meanwhile, human population is expected to 
double in the next 40 years. Despite the monumental implications of 
these findings, few people seer alarmed. Fewer still recognize these 
findings to be true. The sorry lack of public awareness, I am 
convinced, is directly attributable to the scant coverage given to these 
and other environniental issues by the mainstream média. 

As local contacts for Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting 
(FAIR), my partner Dennis Hendricks and I monitored the coverage 
given to environmental issues by the Bangor Daily News, the Portland 
Press Herald, and Maine Public Broadcasting from January to June 
1996. For the states two largest papers, environmental coverage 
averaged between 2% and 3% of the total content of both papers. 
Maine Public Radio devotes just one third of 1% of its programniing to 
the environment on a regular basis - the weekly 1/2 hour long Living 
On Earth program. Thus, even wheh people do hear or read abotit the 
environment, they are rarely provided context ahd analysis. 


Envitonmental news in this limited framework is little more 
than a diversion - shatches of Here today gone tomorrow info- 
entertainment, with no continuity, little analysis and no motivation 
to change destructive behaviors. Minimal coverage may in fact be 
worse than no covetage at all because it provides people with a false 
sense that they are informed. 

Although it is critical to expose the media's lack of 
commitment to environmental programming, it is even more 
important to be proactive. It occured to us that perhaps no one had 
ever approached Maine Public Radio with a proposal for a locally 
produced environmental program. On July 22, 1996 I contacted 
MPBN's Progtam Director, Charles Beck with an idea. As an 
independent producer of a weekly environmental program on WERU 
and a one hour weekly program on Radio for Peace International, I 
requested air time on Maine Public Radio for a one or two hour weekly 
environmental program. I mailed Mr. Beck tapes of my shows, a list 
of the eleven underwriters who supported my progranis, and told him 
several times that I was willing to work with hith to "format a program 
specifically for your audience." He did not respond. After several 
weeks and several phone calls to rentind him of my proposal, Beck 
finally called back to say that he had lost rhy tapes. I sent him other 
copies. Still to word. Finally in October, Beck wrote to tell me that 
MPBN did not have a slot for thy program. His decision, he said, was 
based on the deterntination that our show did not have an “apprpiate 
format." This, of course, completely ignored the fact that I had told 
him that we were willing to work with MPBN to develop a format that 
would work for them. His letter offered no constructive criticism of 
my work but ¢mpasized that "Unlike radio stations like WERU where I 
think you are very well suited, we at Maine Public Radio try to provide 
as balanced a view in our programming as possible." Balanced? I 
couldn't help recalling MPBN's hour long segment on its Quest series, 
"Clear Cutting Is Good." Perhaps Mr. Beck would have been more 
receptive if only I had made an effort to fellow Quest's example of 
"balance." 

Not only is MPR's dential of a Maine produced environntental 
prograni dissapointing, but they have also decided not to ait othet 
programs like The Environment Show and Environmental Directions 
that are free of charge and broddcast on public radio stations 
throughout the country. They have dlso made the decision to 
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rebroadcast several entertainment progranis, but have chosén to dir 
Living On Earth only once a week. 

This bias of entertainthent dver envirorimental information is 
also evident on Maine Public Television. How often have you seen 
cutting edge envirohmental documentaries featured on MPT? When | 
asked MPBN's president, Rob Gardiner, about the network's 
commitment to environmental programming in the fall of 1995, he 
referred me to a six hour program that Maine Public Television aired a 
year ago (Frontline: destruction of the wotld's rainforests) as an 
"exhaustive treatment of a seribus environmental issue." This 
respons¢ implies that MPBN's tesponsibility to the Earth is fulfilled 
with an occasional excellent proram. A serious commitment to 
environmental education requites cohsistency and a sufficiént amount 
of time devoted to the subject to initiate change. Environmental 
tokenism will not suffice. 

Quantity is only one factor. Ask yourself how often you see 
or hear something dn public broadcasting that calls for fundamenttal 
changes to address the myriad of problems that te now face. You may 
see a wonderful nature show like National Geographi¢. But, like the 
folk musician Robett Hoyt sings, "As the carnivore closes in for the 
kill? they won't show the strip imine just over the hill." 

MPBN deriies that corporate funders have influence on their 
prograniming decisions. But producers inherently know the types of 
progranis that corporations are willing to support. Why take the risk 
of producing a cutting edge prdgram that may not be funded or mtay 
even offend an existing sponsot likeIrving Oil, Maine Yankee, or 
Archer Daniels Midland? Think about how many prdgrams you hear 
or see that would cause the public relations executive of any 
cotporation to feel uneasy. Thnk also about how many MPBN 
programs highlight positive action in defetse of the earth. 

Although MPR only devotes one half hour a week regularly to 
the environment, Rob Gardiner emphasized in His correspondence that 
"there is a good deal of envirorimental material In our news 
programming." The 37.5 hours MPR devotes to public affairs 
prograniming each week, however, i$ largely a mishmiash of book and 
movie réviews, cutesy stories by English ptofessors, sports stories, 
obituaries, stock mdrket reports, weather reports, news headlines, the 
reoccurring "hot" news stories (Israel, Bosnia, Rwanda, etc.), and an 
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occasionally sbcially relevant or environmental story, It's not that 
soine of this cbverabe is slot valuable, but we have to be honest about 
how oftén it really dhallehges the status qdu. Stories about Israel and 
Rwanda are itnportant, but they are not the only interhational 
struggles. What abbut the Innu in Labrador who are pees dams, 
ni¢kel mines, and NATO jets flying low over their huhting grounds? 
What about tlie Indlan fatmers resisting corporate food producers like 
Cargill or ADM? fe. 

How can we justify using erlergy from a nuclear pdwer plant 
or from a hydto dam that flooded Cree lands to broadéast tHis form of 
news and 130 hours of entertainment a week? 

Those of us working for positive change have been far too 
sldw to criticize public broadcasting. This is unfortunate bécause to a 
large debree, MPBN continues to be irresponsible beavasuse we 
cohtinué to support them withdut seriously challengirig their 
prograniming: without expecting more from them. It is tinle to get 
serious about hdvocating for responsible, truly informative and 
enlpowering envriohmental coverag¢ on oti public ratlio arid 
television stations. 

While it's vitally important to wotk to influence programming 
on public broddcasting (and all mass media), pethaps the quickest way 
to move them forward is to influence them by example. The 
environmental and progressive movements must begih to think about 
média inl an ehtirely new and bold why. | : 

We tieed to create our.own independent mass media facilities 
that will tell the stoty that needs to be told withdut being dibtorted and 
marginalized by editorial boards, Tlia is the goal of the Eatth Day 
Every Day Railio Station Project, a pilot ptoject that will establish a 
radio stdtion in a metropolitan area of the U.S. | : 

Once completed, the station will serve as a model for the 
progressive community by demonstrating the effectiveness of an 
independent station. By preseriting a full spectrim of integrated 
(sdcio-ehvirormenthl) voices, the Station will erhpower a new antl 
diverse audietice to work for cliange in their communities and beyond. 
Tlie station wlll add to the wealth of our audio rhaterial curtently 
avhilable by initiating in-house productions witli local, regibnal, and 
global voices. It will serve as dn incentive to audio produers, who will 
produce more matetial kniowinp that there is an outlet. The station 
will serve as d clearinghouse fdr broadcasters. It will be a training 
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center for individuals interested in broadcasting. The station will 
unite all activist movements around a shared concern for the Earth and 
the need to be heard. 

As ptoject coordinators, Dennis and I are currently 
organizing support for the station. Already the project has non-profit 
status under Earth Comntunications, the same non-profit organization 
behind Radio for Peace International, a shortwave station in Costa 
Rica. The Board of Advisors for the project includes grassroots 
activists, a representative of the Indigenous community, musicians, 
and notables such as David Batsamian - host of A/ternative Radio, 
Bruce Robertson - former host of the Environment Show, and Paul 
Watson - cofounder of GreenPeace and founder of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society. 

Our goal is to raise one million dollars, which will be 
sufficient to make a sizeable downpayment on ah existing station and 
to hire talented and enthusiastic staff to begin operating the station. 

The most frequently asked question is "Where will the station 
be?" Although we currently have a broker sending us information on 
stations that are for sale, we can't engage in negotiations without 
sufficient funds in orer to make a sizeable downpayment. 

Another question often asked is "Why should I support the 
station if it is not going to be in my drea?" Answers: 1) most, if not all 
of the programming will be available on the Internet, 2) environmental 
coverage in other areas will be improved as a result of the example set 
by this station, 3) some of the programs will be made available to other 
stations via satellite, and 4) the Earth and future generations depend 
on individuals to act responsibly, even when they cannot see how it 
benefits them directly. 

Anyone interested in more information about this project, can 
contact us by writing to: The Earth Day Every Day Radio Station — 
Project, P.O. Box 130, Bar Harbor, ME 04609 or call at (207) 288- 
5061. We also give public presentations and would be happy to speak 
with your organization or community of friends. 
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(617) 497-9934 
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YOUTH AND RESPONSIBILITY 


By Justin Jackson 


"Those who profess to favor freedom, and yet deprecate agitation, are 
men who want crops without plowing. Power concedes nothing 
without a demand; it never did and it never will." 
-Frederick Douglas 


",.df we are willing to be honest with ourselves...we will also be able 
to judge the burden of responsibility and how it is borne, and most 
important, to take the choices that integrity demands." 
-Noam Chomsky 


Few tefuse to acknowledge the notion that with passage from 
puberty there must also be the receiving of responsibility. Yes, adults, 
over all other considerations, must be "responsible." They must be 
responsible with the care of their families, responsible with their 
possessions, responsible within their communities, responsible with 
their sexuality, etc., etc. The exceptionally responsible persons of 
society dre thdse who weild positions of power. often the "Responsible 
Men," who make the important decisions for the multitude of the 
uninformed and disenfranchised. Adulthood is the Age of 
Responsibility. 

Youth is tHe time for irresponsibility. Playtime, languor, and 
adventute are the needs of those young in body and in mind. When 
we are young we are expected to be immature and disrespectful, 
discovering the rights and wrongs of daily interactions and activites. 
Who will forever forget the picture of the innocent, rosy-cheeked face 
of a young boy or girl lifting a delicious cookie from the cookie jar? 
We're supposdd to be naughty. 

This image of responsibility could not be farther from the 
truth. We need nothing short of a Revolution of Responsibility. Let it 
no longer be d secret that the adults in our world do not always take 
the most righteous paths ‘when they are gifted with pathways. Our 
earth has been inundated with with ruinous results or irresponsible 
actions made by adults who are supposed to be mature and responsible. 
If they can't s¢em to respect and care for the world they have inherited, 
youth should demand that we stand and share the burden side by side 
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with adults before we inherit it. If we play video games and little 
league for too long without keeping an eye on mischeivious adults we 
will receive a despoiled earth peopled with the exploited, abused and 
wretched., floundering in conditions that in the not so distant future 
may be beyond repair by ourselves or future generations. 

What is the responsibility of youth? Our responsibility is to 
make an effort in understanding the world around us, its issues and 
conflicts, and then act on the problems. We must act principally from 
a sense of well-being towards fellow humans, in kindness, in concern. 
and in solidarity. Our action must be captifying, revealing and 
exciting - not dull, mystifying, and stultifying like so many of the 
intimidating institutions and ideals we are expected to embody and 
respect later in life. When we need guidance and advice from adults 
we will consider it, and when we do not need it, we will not listen, and 
we will surely not entertain the pleas of those who would wish us to 
apathetic and docile, selfish and uncarihg, violent and jingoistic, 
ignorant and obedient. 

One responsible adult, among many others, who can be 
admited and from whom we can learn is peace activist Philip 
Berrigan. In early November he was sentenced to two years in federal 
prision with his five fellow activists for the symbolic disarmament of 
the nuclear destroyer USS "The Sullivans." On Ash Wednesday in 
February of this year these six activists of the Prince of Peace 
Plowshares entered Bath Iron Works in Bath, Maine, and spilled their 
blood and smashed the controls of the Ship. My brother Joshua and I. 
along with others, watched in the Federal Courthouse room in 
Portland, Maine, as Berrigah was being sentenced to prison out of a 
deep sense of moral responsibility. We listened as he addressed the 
court, appealing to the consciences of people, asking them not to 
comply with a government that threatens peace with nuclear arsenals. 
He said, "if Americans knew the truth about the Vietnam War they 
would have stopped it. If the American people knew the truth about 
our nuclear gamesmanship and intervention they would stop it." He 
railed against a system that operated on one morality for governments 
and another for people. And after Berrigan's moving testimant, he 
was handed a two-year sentence and carted quickly away to begin 
serving his time. In America the injustice system rewards the war- 
makers with medals and the peacemakers wtih jail time. In that 


moment of realization we beame resolved to do the least that we could 
to follow our consciences. 

Soon after, my twin brother and I, both of 17 years, another 
pair of twins, and five other activists walked down to the gate of the 
Bath Iron Works facility on the Portland waterfront and chained 
ourselves to it, making a citizen's arrest of the facility. As we saw the 
death machine "The Sullivans" looming in drydock for repairs we ~ 
sang "We Shall Overcome" and waited for the police to arrest us. 
They cut our chains and took us to the Cumberland County Jail, where 
the Plowshares activists had been imprisoned since the action in 
February. As juveniles we weren't detained and we were released 
seperately from the other activists. yet we were happy to be civilly 
disobedient on our small way. 

Youth responsibility is not doing your homework every night. 

It is not enlisting in the Boy Scouts of America, or cleaning your 
room. Youth responsibility is taking a look around and seeing what 
needs to be done and doing it, There are thousands of ways to be 
active: the campaigns against Nike's exploiting sweatshops, against 
Indonesia's brutal occupation of East Timor, working at a homeless 
shelter, starting an alternative publication for other youth - the 
possibilities are endless. One only has to decide in what way they will 
help enact social change for the betterment of humankind. Therer is 
so much injustice and so little time, so be reponsible at the earliest age. 
I can see no better way of Challenging the world's wrongs than there 
being thousands, or better, millions, of youth in the Streets, crying and 
struggling for, and demanding justice. Justice requires responsibility, 
from adults and youth, so its time for youth to be really responsible: 
Get Arrested for the Cause Before You're 18! 
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THE MAINE ALTERNATIVE YELLOW & 
GREEN PAGES is... 


A statewide directory of over 1200 non-profit social action and social 
service organizations 
Updated and expanded, with the first Green Pages directory for Maine 
- over 125 businesses with goals of environmental and social 
responsibility 
It includes local and statewide efforts, national and international 
connections 
It provides E-Mail addresses and Websites as well 


Categories of listings range from LABOR to PEACE ACTION, 
AGRICULTURE to WOMEN, DISABILITIES and LOW INCOME, 
RACIAL/ETHNIC GROUPS to ARTS, MUSIC & CULTURE & 


much, much more... 


CONTACT INVERT for copies: INVERT 
PO BOX 776 
MONROE, ME 04951 
207-525-7776 


——WE'RE STUBYING Too: 





Find out about Progressive 
Events in the Greater Boston 
Area through | 
the ''Act-Ma" Email List 


To be added to act-ma@igc.apc.org; yOu 
simply send a message with the line 


subscribe act-ma 
to th email address 


Maj ordomo@igc.ape.org 


hundred other local emal 
a variety of announcements 
nts by email. 


Join nearly two 
users in receiving 
about local progressive eve 
You can also post local 
progressive event 
accouncements by sending 
email to 
act-ma@igce.org 


t your events on the 
thine (617) 787 -6809 
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ON FEMINISM 


By Sarah Yanni 


Sarah Yanni is currently a freshman at Mt.Holvoke College and is an 
admirer of Emma Goldmann. 


People tell me that there are more important things in life than 
feminism. Isn't feminism just a word that has been given to my 
struggle? Doesn't feminism mean strength? A moment happens over 
and over again in my life, the moment in which I decide to fight back. 
Isn't that feminism? Isn't that where my life begins? 





A man who says that 
feminism is not important is really 
saying that equality is not 
important. A man who will not 
fight to change his own sexism is 
saying that he would rather keep 
wormen down. He is a coward. 

The woman who stands up against him is not a hero. That is 
simply what it is to be a woman. The miracle of childbirth is no 
miracle. Itis woman. Hips, forehead, stomach, breast, legs - these 
things are not beauty, they are woman. In our very nature we are 
heroes, miracles, beauty. 

A woman has a strength inside of her that is untouched by the 
physical. No man can break or take her strength. 

Women should not feel guilty for being women or for being 
feminists. We are not trying to take anything away from anyone. We 
are trying to give all it is that we have for the benefit of all. We are 
making room in the world for our potential. 

When women are together magic happens. Our collective 
energy and love is stronger than anything I know. Our power is 
immense, our wisdom deep. If every day we were allowed to use this 
power in the world, create with this wisdom, there would be no 
question as to the importance of feminism. 
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Strike! 
By Tashunka Raven 


Strike! 
In the sprirt of Eugene V. Debs, 
an American Beowulf, who was like both a 
sacred covenant rainbow 
for all the blue proleteriat 
and a 
bolt of crimson lightning from a 
powerful electromagnetic storm 
and struck fiercely against the 
industrial money monsters who 
were mute, blind, stark and cold 
to all colors of tears and as 
brutal, bloodthirsty and beastly 
as the Anglo-Saxon monster Grendel! 
Strike like a prairie grass fire by the light of the morning star at dawn 
Strike like a heat wave by the light of the scorching sun at noon, or 
Strike like a hurricane by the reflective light of the full moon at 
midnight, 
But Strike, as passionately as you love to make love. 
Strike 
Strike 
Strike! 


Fool's Paradise 
by Andrea Lee 


Why sit hunched inside your stifling chamber? 

walls like filthy cardboard 

why sweat and scowl and spurn? 

wiping you brow with one dirty languid hand 
Prostrate yourself knee-bruisingly on the floorboards 
you reject and shun so forcefully 

why dissapprove with such religious fervor? 


La 


paranoia clinging to your damp skin in the sweltering heat 
you isolate yourself so whole-heartedly 
Refusing to submit 


I laugh 

there is a carnival outside 

a sea of fools but come with me 

Take my hand and we will walk impassively through the herd 
stepping barefoot where the shadows have spilt 

As the sun retreats, swirling tendrils of music 
Staining the beach and rocks and hills the color of tea 
the sky stretches in pastels like cotton candy 

and the breeze is warm and pink as emotion 

This is radiant life 

you fear becoming soiled? 

Silly 

We are pure. 


Untitled 
By Sarah Yanni 


Classrooms full of teacher's words are stifling 
Like climbing attic stairs in summer heat. 
Voices choke at questions void of meaning 
Prospects of enlightenment are bleak. 

It's strange that we all bob our heads and smile 
At the idiocies of men we don't respect. 

Strange that we poise our pens, profess to think awhile 
While truth and inspiration suffer great neglect. 
What is it in this institute of learning 

That justifies the acting out of lies? 

What is it our integrity is lacking 

That we don't shout at things that we despise? 
Sitting at a desk in docile numbness 
Contributes only to a wealth of dumbness, 
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THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


The editors of the Pine Tree Progressive would like to 
gleefully enter the new year of 1998 by displaying a document 
produced half a century ago. Admittedly our happy immersion into 
the future through ressurection of a thing of the past is for critical and 
negative reasons. 

During the rapidly approaching new year, the mainstream 
media, similar to previous years, will bombard the innocent and 
unsuspecting American public with the stale and worn-out 
affirmations and familiar submissive accolades to our noble 
government's unfailing devotion to "human rights" and "democracy". 
Thankfully, this year promises something novel and exciting in the 
world of propaganda. We will be rewarded this year with a timely 
intensification of the "human rights" accolades as the anniversary of 
the above-mentioned document draws neater. With a great amount of 
hope and a much larger deal of hard work, the absurd hypocrisy of 
U.S. public rhetoric will be revealed and vociferously denounced with 
success by the alternative media and radical activists. Despite the 
repetitive, despicable bleatings issued from the blubbery blood-covered 
lips of our business heroes and political pundit elites, a brief look at 
several sources such as Human Rights Watch ard UNICEF will 
sufficently show the crimes that are daily commited in the prisons, the 
workplaces, and the communities of the United States. This year we of 
the radical Left must loudly criticize and forcefully publicize our 
leader's failings in these respects, even their stubborn refusal to 
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recognize standards of human decency. We must be equally if not 
more stubborn and tenacious in our efforts. 

Yet at the same time we have positive and constructive 
motives for including this highly important proclamation in this issue 
of our journal. We Strongly believe that the Declaration, for the most 
part, is a noble ideal that should be respected, an affirmation of human 
dignity for which we must strive and struggle. In contrast to our 
benevolent statecraft practitioners, such as Jeane Kirkpatrick, former 
U.S. ambassador to the U.N. under Reagan, we do not believe that the 
UDHR is "a letter to Santa Claus... neither nature, experience, or 
probability informs these lists of ‘entitlements', which are subject to no 
constraints except those of the mind and appetite of their authors." 

We stand for the human rights of all inhabitants of the earth, not just 
for the worthy victitns oppressed by official enemies of the United 
States. 

To cite just one of an infinite number of examples, A.M. 
Rosenthal, obedient mouthpiece for the State Departntent, recently 
lambasted the Chinese government for its Suppression of religious 
activity and doctrine - a "policy enfotced by police terrorism" Yet he 
refuses to recognize or even mention terrorist activities funded, 
supported, and commited by the United States. He fails to include 
East Tinor, to include Hector Gramajo, the School of the Assassins, 
Judi Bari, COINT ELPRO, the Rio Sumpul massacre of 1980 in F] 
Salvador, Robert D'Aubbison, Benjamin Netanyahu, the Contras. 
Pinochet, Mobutu, the CIA in all its murderous glory, Archbishop 
Romero, the hundreds of Jesuits and Maryknolls and Catholics 
slaughtered in Latin America, Lockheed-Sanders, Dow Chemicals, the 
IMF, the World Bank, the Rockefellers, the Somozas, the Kennedys, 
Nike, Disney, Texaco... and SO on and so on. 

This year we must do all that we possibly can to shame and 
denounce the undescribably cynical and hypocritical policies of our 
government and economic system, Morality leaves us no other choice. 
THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
Preamble 
Whereas the recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the 
foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have 
resulted in batbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of 


mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall 
enjoy freedom of speech and beleif atid freedom from fear and want 
has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, 

Whereas it is essential if man is not to be compelled to have 
recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, 
that human rights should be protected by law, 

Whereas, it is essential to promote the development of 
friendly relations between nations, 

Whereas the people of the Untied Nations have in the Charter 
reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and 
worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women 
and have determined to promote social progress and better standards 
of life in larger freedom, 

Whereas member states have pledged themselves to acheive 
in cooperation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal 
resepct for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and 
freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realization of this 
pledge, 

Now. therefore, 

The General Assembly, 

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a 
common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the 
end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this 
Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education 
to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive 
measures, national and international, to secure their universal and 
effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of 
Member State themselves and among the peoples of territories under 
their jurisdiction. 

Article 1 

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They 
are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one 
another in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex. 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. 


Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the 
political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 
territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust. 
non-self governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty. 
Article 3 
Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and the security of person. 
Article 4 
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave 
trade eshall be prohibited in all their forms. 

Article 5 

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel inhuman or degrading 
treatment of punishment. 

Article 6 

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before 
the law. 

Article 7 

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any 
discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal 
protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration 
and against any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 8 

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent 
national tribunals for acts violation the fundamental rights granted 
him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9 

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 
Article 10 

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair, and public hearing by an 
independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his nights 
and obligations and of any criminal charge against him. 

Article 11 

1. Everyone chraged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 
innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which 
he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence. 

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any 
act or omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under 
national of international law, at the time when it was commtted. Nor 


shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable a 
the time the penal offence was committed. 

Article 12 

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, his 
family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and 
reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against 
such interference or attacks. 

Article 13 

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence with 
the borders of each State. 

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and 
return to his country. 

Article 14 

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to ehjoy in other countries 
asylum from prosecution. 

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 
arising from non-political crimes of from acts contrary to the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15 

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the 
right to change his nationality. 

Article 16 

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, 
nationailty or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. 
They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and 
at its dissoultion. 

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of 
the intending spouses. 

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and 
is entitled to protection by society and the State. 3 
Article 17 

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in 
association with others. 

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 18 

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; 
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and 
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private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 
and observance. 

Article 19 

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression: this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek. 
receive, and impart information and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers. 

Article 20 

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and 
association. 

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

Article 21 

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his 
country, directly or through freely chosen representatives. 

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his 
country. 

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of 
government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine 
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be 
held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

Article 22 

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and 
is entitled in realization, through national effort and international 
cooperation and in accordance with the organization and resources of 
each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable 
for his dignity and the free development-of his personality. 

Article 23 : 

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just 
and favourable conditions of work and to protection against 
unemployment. 

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for 
equal work. 

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable 
renumeration ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy 
of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of 
social protection. 

4. Everyone has the right to form and join trade unions for the 
protection of his interests. 
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Article 24 

Everyone has the right to rest and liesure, including reasonable 
limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

Article 25 

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being of himself and his family, including food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services and 
the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances 
beyond his control. 

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and 
assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall 
enjoy the same protection. 

Article 26 

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at 
least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education 
shal be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be 
made generally available and higher educations shall be equally 
accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 
friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall 
further the activities of the United Nations for maintainence of peace. 
3, Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall 
be given to their children. 


Article 27 

1. veryone has the right to freely participate in the cultural life of hte 
community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement 
and its benefits. : 
2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material 
interests resulting fro any scientific, literary or artistic produciton of 
which he is the author. 


Article 28 
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the 
rights and freedom set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 


Article 29 

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and 
full development of his personailty is possible. 

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject 
only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the 
purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, 
public order and the general welfare in a democratic society. 

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to 
the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 30 

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any 
State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform 
any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set 
forth herein. 


HELPING ACTIVISTS PUT IT ALL 
TOGETHER 


Peacework, promoting "Global Thought and Local Action for 
Nonviolent Social Change," links grassroots work with national and 
international perspectives. Our Clear bias is towards economic, social, 
and racial justice and peace acheived by nonviolent agitation, 
education, and organizing. Activists find this 24-page monthly 
essential for its timely, accessible, and inclusive coverage and its 
detailed listings of progressive resources. 

Howard Zinn calls Peacework "a 
PEACE WORK. vital link for widely scattered groups of 
activists in the nation." Noam Chomsky 
Says, "Peacework has always been a 
refreshing and honest voice, searching and 
thoughtful, a ray of hope in a deeply 
troubled world." 

Subscriptions are $10/year; $15/year by Ist class mail: $5 for 
students/low-income:; $1 for prisoners; $30 for foreign subscriptions; 
sample copy is free. Bonus for new subscribers: request a free copy of 

special issue on "Violence, Nonviolence, and the 20th Century." 
Peacework. AFSC, 216] Mass. Ave., Cambridge, MA 02140 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY: 


THE PORT HURON STATEMENT 
PART Ill: THE STUDENTS & THE SOCIETY BEYOND 


THE STUDENTS 


In the last few years, thousands of American students 
demonstrated that they at least felt the urgency of the times. They 
moved actively and directly against racial injustices, the threat of war, 
violations of individual rights of conscience and, less frequently, 
against economic manipulation. They succeeded, too, in gaining some 
concessions from the people and institutions they opposed, especially 
in the fight against racial bigotry. 

The significance of these scattered movements lies not in 
their success or failure in gaining objectives - at least not yet. Nor 
does the significance lie in the intellectual "competence" or "maturity" 
of the students involved - as sole pedantic eldets allege. The 
significance is in the fact that the students are bteaking the crust of 
apathy and overcoming the inner alienation that remain the defining 
characteristics of American college life. 

If student moverhents for change are still rarities on the 
campus scene, what is commonplace there? The real campus, the 
familiar campus, is a place of private people, engaged in their 
notorious "inter entigration." It is a place of commitment to business- 
as-usual, getting ahead, playing it cool. It is a place of mass 
affirmation of the Twist, but mass reluctance toward the controversial 
public stance. Rules are accepted as "inevitable," bureaucracy as "just 
circumstances," irrelevance as "scholarship," selflessness as 
“martyrdom,” politics as "just dnother way to make people, and an 
unprofitable one, tov." 

Almost no students value activity as citizens. Passive in 
public, they are hardly more idealistic in arranging their private lives: 
Gallup concludes they will settle for "low success, and won't risk high 
failure." There is not much willingness to take fisks (not even in 
business), no setting of dangerous goals, no real conception of 
personal identity except one manufactured in the image of others, no 
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real urge for personal fulfillment except to be almost as successful as 
the very successful people. Attention is being paid to social status (the 
quality of shirt collars, meeting people. getting wives or husbands. 
makihg solid contacts for later on); much, too, is paid to academic 
Status (grades, honors, the med school rat-race). But negelcted 
generally is real intellectual status, the personal cultivation of the 
mind. 

"Students don't even give a damn about apathy," one has said. 
Apathy towards apathy begets a privately-constructed universe, a place 
of systematic study schedules, two nights each week for beer, a girl or 
two, and early marriage; a ftamework infused with personality, 
warmth and under control, no matter how unsatisfying otherwise. 

Under these conditions university life loses all relevance to 
some. Four hundred thousands of our classmates leave college every 
year, 

But apathy is not simply an attitude; it is a product of social 
institutions, and of the structure and organization of higher education 
itself. The extracurricular life is ordered according to in loco parentis 
theory, which ratifies the Administration as the moral guardian of the 
young. 

The accompanying "let's pretend" theory of student 
extracurricular affairs validates student government as a training 
center for those who want to spend their lives in political pretense, and 
discourages initiative from the more articulate, honest, and sensitive 
students. The bounds and style of controversy are delimited before 
controversy begins. The university "prepares" the student for 
"citizenship" through perpetual réhearsals and, usually, through 
emasculation of what creative spirit there is in the individual. 

The academic life contains reinforcing counterparts to the 
way in which extracurricular life is organized. The academic world is 
founded on a teacher-student relation analagous to the parent- 
childhood telation which characterizes in loco parentis. Further, 
academia includes a radical seperation of the student from the matetial 
of study. That which is studied, the social reality, is “objectified" to 
Sterility, dividing the student from life - just as he is restrained in 
active involvement by the deans controlling student government. The 
specialization of function and knowledge, admittedly necessary to our 
complex technological and social structure. has produced an 
exaggerated compartmentalization of study and understanding. This 


has contributed to an overly parochial view, by faculty, of the role of 
its research and scholarship; to a discontinuous and truncated 
understanding, by students, of the surrounding social order, and to a 
loss of personal attachment, by nearly all, to the worth of study as a 
humanistic enterprise. 

There is, finally, the cumbersome academic bureaucracy 
extending throughout the academic as well as the extracurricular 
structures, contributing to the sense of outer complexity and inner 
powerlessness that transforms the honest searching of so many 
students to a ratification of convention and, worse, to a numbness to 
present and future catastrophes. The size and financing systems of the 
university enhance the permanent trusteeship of the administrative 
bureaucracy, their power leading to a shift within the university 
toward the value standards of business and the administrative 
mentality. Huge foundations and other private financial interests 
shape the under-financed colleges and universities, not only making 
them more commercial, but less disposed to diagnose society critically, 
less opeh to dissent. Many social and physical scientists, neglecting 
the liberating heritage of higher learning, develop “human relations" 
or "moral-producing" techniques for the corporate economy, while 
others exercise their intellectual skills to accelerate the arms race. 

Tragically, the university could serve as a significant source 
of social criticism and an initiator of new modes and molders of 
attitude. But the actual intelletual effect of the college experience is 
hardly distinguishable from that of any other communications channel 
- say, a television set - passing on the stock truths of the day. Students 
leave college somewhat more "tolerant" than when they arrived, but 
basically unchallenged in their values and political orientations. With 
administrators ordering the institution, and faculty the curriculum, the 
student learns by his isolation to accept elite rule within the university, 
which prepares him to accept later forms of minority control. The real 
function of the educational system - as opposed to its more rhetorical 
function of "searching for truth" - is to impart the key information and 
styles that will help the student get by, modestly but comfortably, in 
the big society beyond. 


THE SOCIETY BEYOND 


Look beyond the campus, to America itself. That student file 
is more intellectual, and perhaps more comfortable, does not obscure 
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the fact that the fundamental qualities of life on the Campus reflect the 
habits of society at large. The fraternity president is seen at the junior 
management levels; the sorority queen has gone to Grosse Pointe: the 
serious poet burns for a place, any place, to work; the once-serious and 
never-serious poets work at the advertising agencies. The desperation 
of people threatened by forces about which they know little and of 
Which they can say less: the cheerful emptiness of people "giving up" 
all hope of changing things: the faceless ones polled by Gallup who 
listed "international affairs" fourteenth on their list of "problems" but 
who also expected thermonuclear war in the next few years; in these 
and other forms, Americans are in withdrawal from public life, from 
any collective effort at directing their own affairs. 

Some regard these national doldrums as a sign of healthy 
approval of the established order - but is it approval by consent of 
manipulated acquiescence? Others declare that the people are 
withdrawn because compelling issues are fast dissappearing - perhaps 
there are fewer breadlines in America, but is Jim Crow gone, is there 
enough work and work more fulfilling, is world war a diminishing 
threat, and what of the revolutionary new peoples? Still others think 
the national quietude is a hecessaty consequence of the need for elites 
to resolve complex and specialised problems of modern industrial 
society - but, then, why should business elites help decide foreign 
policy, and who controls the elites anyway, and are they solving 
mankind's problems? Others, finally, shrug knowingly and arinounce 
that full democracy never worked anywhere in the past - but why lump 
qualitatively different civilizations together, and how can a social 
order work well if its best thinkers are skeptics, and is man really 
doomed forever to the domination of today? 

There are no convincing apologies for the contemporary 
malaise. While the world tumbles toward the final war, while men in 
other nations are trying desperately to alter events, while the very 
future qua future is uncertain - America is without community, 
impulse, without the inner momentum hecessary for an age when 
societies cannot successfully perpetuate themselves by their military 
weapons, when democracy must be viable because of the quality of life, 
not its quantity of rockets. 

The apathy here is, first, subjective - the felt powerlessness of 
ordinary people, the resignation before the enormity of events. But 
subjective apathy is encouraged by the objective American Situation - 


the actual structural seperation of people from power, from relevant 
knowledge, from pinnacles of decision-making. Just as the university 
influences the student way of life, so do major social institutions create 
the circumstances in which the isolated citizen will try hopelessly to 
understand his world and himself. 

The very isolation of the individual - from power and 
community and ability to aspire - means the rise of a democracy 
without publics. With the great mass of people structurally remote and 
psychologically hesitant with respect to democratic institutions, those 
institutions themselves attentuate and become, in the fashion of the 
vicious circle, progressively less accessible to those few who aspire to 
serious participation in social affairs. The vital democratic connection 
between community and leadership, between the mass and the several 
elites, has been so wrenched and perverted that disastrous policies go 
unchallenged time and again. 


NOTES OF A RADICAL 


This is the first installment of a regular column, Notes of a Radical, 
that will be appearing in future issues of the Pine Tree Progressive by 
Doug Morris. Doug Morris is a teacher and jazz musician from New 
Hampshire who has benefitted from a long-standing concern for 
positive social change. Enjoy! 


THE UNICEF REPORTS: Part I of several parts 


“Men so odious as to dare to have more than enough while 
others are dying of hunger." -Rousseau, 1758 
"The aim of society is the good of the greatest number." 
-Grachuss Babeuf, 1796 
"A Year of Extraordinary Gains" 
-FORTUNE Magazine 


“The day will come when nations will be judged not by their 
military or economic strength . . . but by the well-being of their 
peoples; by their levels of health, nutrition and education; by their 
opportunities to earn a fair reward for their labors; by their ability to 


participate in the decisions that affect their lives; .. . and by the 
protection that is afforded to the growing minds and bodies of their 
children." Thus begins the UNICEF Report "Progress of Nations 
1997." 

"Malnutrition . . . [the] result of multiple causes, including a 
lack of food, common and preventable infections, inadequate care and 
unsafe water [and inadequate sanitation facilities], . . . plays a role in 
more than half of the nearly 12 million deaths each year of children 
under five [mainly from preventable causes] in developing countries [a 
silent emergency] . . . Poverty, one of the causes of malnutrition, is 
also a consequence, a tragic bequest by malnourished parents to the 
next generation." Thus begins the UNICEF Report "The State of the 
World's Children", a report which reminds us repeatedly that "inaction 
[is] a scandalous affront to the human right of survival." 

One crucial point, among the many in the UNICEF reports is 
that the horror is not only maternal deaths and child deaths caused by 
or linked to malnutrition, but the lifetime problems faced by those who 
survive, problems related to immune system weakening, cardio- 
vascular disease, susceptibility to various cancers, stunted intellectual 
and physical development (226 million children worldwide are 
stunted, etc. The 1989 "Convention on the Rights of the Child" 
established as international law all rights to guarantee children's 
protection, development, and survival. Children's right to the "highest 
attainable standard of health" is mandated by Article 24. Other 
mandates include: health care and medical assistance, emphasizing 
primary health care; combating of disease and malnutrition; providing 
of safe drinking water and adequate sanitation. This is the world's 
most widely ratified human rights treaty, having been ratified by 191 
states. Two states have not ratified this treaty ensuring the Rights of 
the Child: the United States and Somalia. The Convention's guiding 
principle is that nutrition is a right because it is in the "best interests of 
the child." U.S. interests lie elsewhere, for example tallying a 
"stunning 23.3% increase in profits" for America's largest companies. 
And anyone expecting the United States to uphold , for example, 
Article 25 of the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" which 
ensures that "everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate 
for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including 
food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services 
... [with] motherhood and childhood . . . entitled to special care and 
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assistance,” will expect Santa Claus in the chimney. Former UN 
ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, representing the standard US view, 
described these provisions of the Universal Declaration as a "letter to 
Santa Claus. . .” 

The following is Part I of an overview of these UNICEF 
reports looking at Sanitation, Nutrition, and Health. Part II will 
examine Education, Women, and Children. While the majority of the 
world's people are facing serious health, social, political and economic 
problems, the "odious men" of the business world are "still finding 
ways to squeeze more profit from each dollar of sales," as "market 
capitalizations . . . have exploded beyond all imagination or 
expectation... creating more shareholder wealth in the past 15 years 
than in the previous 50," and are thus facing what is called a "vexing 
problem": "What to do with all that wealth?" The Fortune 500 is 
vexed by the over 300 billion in after tax profits it accrued in 1996 
alone. FORTUNE also tells us "there is another story here, a more 
subtle one: how shareholder wealth came to matter to all of us, 
companies and CEO's and investors alike." (my italics) It mattered to 
Disney CEO Michael Eisner who, on December 3rd, 1997, knocked 
down what the L.A. Times called "the single biggest payday in history: 
$565 million in stock options cashed in (a worker earning the average 
U.S. family income will work 17,000 years to earn as much, a 
Vietnamese sweatshop worker will toil for the next 2 million years to 
earn as much). It follows , from the FORTUNE perspective (where the 
"greatest number" is the bottom line, and the "greatest 2 "is the 
“greatest number" on the bottom line), that those who are not 
companies, CEO's or investors don't matter at all, as one's human 
worth is obviously measured by how much wealth one has 
accumulated or how much one can produce for the people who matter, 
and clearly, in comparison to CEO's and major investors, not to 
mention bond traders, bankers, Wall Street lawyers, etc., most of the 
people discussed in the UNICEF reports produce little for the 
powerful, priveleged and wealthy. This overview of UNICEF reports 
suggests to the reader of minimal imagination several options the 
"odious men" might pursue to relieve the "vexing problem” and weight 
of too niuch profit with which the business world is beleagured and 
burdened. 

"The Progress of Nations" report, now in its fifth year, 
provides information and statistics that measure fulfillment of human 
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needs. Reading the report is a harrowing experience-the rampant 
diseases, the battered and emaciated bodies, and the Corpses, especially 
of young children and women, pile up qiuckly; as do, the many times, 
simple solutions. Abominable water and sanitation problems, 
inadequate nutrition, lack of health Care, NO access to education, 
violence against women and girls, incarceration of children, are a few 
of the problems that lead to the death of 12 million children under five 
cach year, not to mention the 6 million women who will die this 
decade in childbirth or from complications during pregnancy. Is it any 
wonder that FORTUNE analysts are calling this the "earnings 


It requires little insight to recognize that much of this 
suffering is a result of United States policies (as mentioned, one of two 
countries that has not ratified the | 


consciousness." In what capacity? "We are far better off with 
executives caring about credating shareholder wealth," executives for 
whom 40% of "compensation now comes from options." All of this 
raising of consciousness and "caring" occurs while tens of millions of 
people die each year of hunger and malnutrition. A minimal priority 
in an ethical world would be the elimination of the worst deprivations 
and sufferings and the raising of living conditions to a decent level for 
the worst off before adding to the benefits and advantages of those 
better off. 

Among other provisions the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child calls on countries lo assure sanitation and clean drinking water. 
One deadly menace faecd by nearly 3 billion people is inadequate 
sanitation. One horrifying result is diarrhea which kills 2.2 million 
children a year. This wretched level of sanitation, including unsafe 


lacking the energy to participate in leaning ("inadequate sanitation 
and water in schools jeopardize not only students' health but also their 
attendance, Girls in particular are likely to be kept out of school if 
there ate no sanitation facilities."). The personal and social costs, 
short-term and long-termi, are immeasurable, Akhtar Hameed Khan, 
who wrote the sanitation essay in the UNICEF Report, ask "how can 
a civilized world tolerate the status quo when [this calamity, diarrhea] 
could be fixed with an investment equal to 1 percent of the world 
military expenditures. 

Since 1990 an additional 300 million people are living 
without sufficient sanitation. In Ibadan, Nigeria, for example, with a 
population over 1 million people, less than 1 percent of households 
possess sewer connections, Inadequate satitation facilities create 
conditions which breed deadly bacteria in waters and streams in Which 
people wash and from which people drink, as well as create conditions 
which encourage infestation by disedse carrying insects, such as 
mosquitoes which spread malaria, yellow fever and dengue, vermin, 
the primary carriers of bubonic and pneumonia plague, and parasites 
that grow to 30 inches in human bodies and carry the debilitating, 
ulcerating and joint deforming Guinea worm disease. 

The "lost decade" of development, capitalism's catastrophic 
attack on the third world in the 1980's, dashed hopes for increasing 
access to sanitation as structural adjustment programs led to enormous 
international debts and a shifting of wealth away from soclal spending 
to profit enchancement programs. One example: in Nairobi between 
1981 and 1987 capital expenditures for water and sewage fell from 
$27.78 per capita to $2.47, and per capita maintainence expenditures 
fell by 65%. 

Increasing urbanization also poses a deadly threat. By the 
year 2025 over 60% of the world population will live in donsely 
populated urban areas, many crowded into informal settlements in hte 
most undesireable and impovetished sections, and unserved by public 
utilities. This will result in poor hygeine, rampant disease and 
exacerbated infant death rates. 


PART II of THE UNICEF REPORTS appearing in next column of 
Notes of a Radical 
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LIST OF ORGAN IZATIONS 
This is a list of organizations or independent businesses that 
are active in Maine and/or the US. Contact them for more 
information. 
*I know for sure that this organization publishes a newsletter, 


newspaper or magazine 


AK Press 

PO Box 40682 

San Francisco, CA: 94140-0680; tel: (415)923-1429 

AK Press publishes and distributes a wide variety of radical literature 

*American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 

2161 Massachusetts Ave. 

Cambridge, MA 02140: tel: (617).661-6130 

The AFSC works to affirm the dignity and promise of every individual, to relieve the 
suffering of war and poverty, to foster peace and reconciliation, and to promise social 
justice 

Amnesty International USA/Maine 

2361 F riendship Rd. 

Waldoboro, ME 04572 tel: 9207) 832-6863: thesilmorlan@igc.apc.org 
A worldwide independent movement working impartially for the freedom of prisoners of 
Conscience and for just judicial conditions 

Anarchist Black Cross (ABC)/Athens, ME 

RFD #1/PO Box 6025 

Athens, ME 04912 


The ABC is ati intemational network of autonomous groups of anarchists who work to 
ensure that Anarchist, class war, and other prisoners aren't forgetten and are supported and 
freed. 


The Anarchist Liberty Union 
PO Box 1209 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 


A network of anarchists and punks 

*Anti-Racist Action 

P.O. Box 82097 

Columbus, Ohio 43202; tel: (614) 424-9047: ara@coil.com 
An anti-racist group which protests racist gatherings, court cases, etc. 
*Atlantic Anarchist Circle 

PO Box 42531 


Philadelphia, PA 19101; (212)724-1925 
A coalition of east-coast anarchist groups 
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BCOME (Boston Committee on the Middle East) 
PO Box 2433 
Cambridge. MA 02238 tel: (617) 624-7025; email: 


bcome@salam.org; Web: http://salam.org 
BCOME is a diverse group of progressive activists working for the economic, political, and 
human rights of the peoples of the Middle East 


Black & Green 
PO Box 183 
Harmony, ME 04942 


A newspaper of articles and essays by biocentric anarchists. 
Black Rose Books 
250 Sonwil Dr. 


Buffalo, NY 14225 
A bookseller of radical/progressive literature 


Brunswick Peace Center 
PO Box 245 


Brunswick, ME 04011 tel: (207) 725-1330 
Publishes newsletter on P&J events in Brunswick/Portland region 


Center for Consensual Democracy 
PO Box 406 
Woolwich, ME 04579 tel: (207) 443-3890 


A non-profit organization devoted to developing and fostering ‘the theory and practice of 
self-governmentknown as Consensual Democracy" 


Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway 

New York, NY 10012; (212) 614-6464; fx: (212)614-6449 email: 
CCR@igc.apc.org 

A group fighting for constitutional/civil rights 

*The Center for Defense Information (CDI) 

1500 Mass. Ave., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20005 tel: (202) 862-0700; fax: (202)862-0708 
email: info@cdi.org; http://ww.cdi.org | 
A group of veterans dedicated to minimizing the defense budget of the U.S. 

Center for Economic Democracy (*Boycott Quarterly) 

PO Box 30727 

Seattle, WA 98103-0727 

Center for Vision and Policy 

PO Box 16007 

Portland, ME 04101 tel:(207)846-6248 


Diverse organization dedicated to social, economic, and ecological justice in our bioregion 
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Common Courage Press 

PO Box 702 

Monroe, ME 04951 tel:] 800-497-3207 
emocracy 


Community ERA 
PO Box 7776 


Lewiston, ME 04243-7776 | 
A federation of Progressive organizations "open to all Persons interested in Cooperating to 


Augusta, ME 04338-2490 
1(207)622-7045 

An advocacy £FOup Working for health care for Mainers in need 

*Data Center 

464 19th St. 

Oakland. CA 94612-2297 tel: (S10) 835-4692: Fax: (510) 835-3017 
E-Mail: datacenter@ige.apc.org 

A datacenter for alf Organizations 


Brunswick, ME 04011 tel: (207) 725-7675 


A Maine joumal of Political and cuttura} Opinion 

Earth First! 

POB 370 

Verona Island, ME 04416: tel: 207-469-2559: fax: 207-469-2126 
A radical &Vironmental &roup-"No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!" 
“East Timor Action Network (ETAN)/ US 

P.O. Box 1182 

White Plains, NY 10602 USA 1(914)428-7299- Fay. [-914-428. 


New York City, NY 10001 
A oroiin determined to expose lies and manipulation in the media 


?¢ 


The Feminist Times 
185 High St., 
Belfast, ME 04915 tel: 338-1429 


A Maine joumal of news and issues 

Food Not Bombs 

285 Brackett St. #4 

Portland, ME 04102; tel: 207-879-1373 

An Int'l org. which provides vegan meals to the hungry w/activist info. 
*Forest Ecology Network (FEN) 

Box 2218 

Augusta, ME 04338 


1-(207) 623-7140 
An environmental group dedicated to saving the Maine woods from harmful timber practices 


Homes Not Jails 
PO Box 390357 
Cambridge, MA 02139 tel: (617) 787-3436 


A consensus-run, non-violent direct action squatter’s group 
«Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)/ 
Boston Area General Membership Branch 
PO Box 391724 

Cambridge. MA 02139 


A revolutionary union dedicated to ending wage-slavery 

Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility 

475 Riverside Dr., Room 566 

New York, NY 101 15-0050 

«International Friends and Family of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
(IFFMAJ) 

PO Box 19709 

Philadelphia, PA 19143 


(215) 476-8812 
A support group for politcal death-row prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal 


INVERT (Institute for Nonviolence Education, Research, and 
Training) 
P.O. Box 776 


Monroe, ME 04951 tel: (207) 525-7776 

Promotes non-violence and social change through workshops and projects designed to end 
militarism and violence and create social and economic justice 

IRATE (Indigeneous Resistance Against Tribal Extinction) 

PO Box 398 


Old Town, ME 04468 tel/fax (call first): (207) 827-0358 
Committed to ending racism, oppression, and genocide agamst Indian people 
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*The Labor Party (Maine) 

PO Box 1812 

Portland, ME 04104; tel: 1-207-874-794} 

A political party organized around labor issues 

Leonard Peltier Defense Committee (LPDC) 
P.O. Box 583 

Lawrence, KS 66044 tel: (913) 842-5774. 
Fax: (913) 842-5796: e-mail: LPDC@ IDIR.NET 
home page: http://ww.unicom.net/peltier/index. htm! 
A support group for politcal prisoner Leonard Peltier 

For local contact: 

*Augusta LPSG 

David Hendren 

16 Franklin St. Apt. #2 

Augusta, ME 04330 Tele:(207)623-2601 
Let Cuba Live 

P.O. Box 245 

Brunswick, ME 0401] 

1-207-725-1330 

A Maine Cuban solidarity group 

*Libertarian Labor Review 

PO Box 2824 


Champaign, IL 61825 
A joumal of Anarcho-syndicalist ideas and discussion 


“Love & Rage/Vermont 
PO Box 32 

Adamant, VT 05640 

An anarchist newspaper 
Maine AIDS Alliance 
39 Green St. 


Augusta, ME 04330 tel: (207) 621-2924 
Provides a statewide system for local AIDS organizers teaching prevention and helping 
people with AIDS 


Maine Center for Economic Policy 

P.O. Box 2422 

Augusta, ME 04338 tel: 622-7381 fax: 622-373] 
e-mail: MCEP@MINT.NET 


Non-profit, non-partisan groups seeking equitable economy in Maine; publications and 
presentations available 


Maine Civil Liberties Union (MCLU) 
233 Oxford St. 


Portland, ME 04101 tel: (207)774-5444 
Protects constitutional freedoms through action 


Maine Coalition for Food Security 
PO Box 4503 


Portland, ME 04112-4563 tel: (207)871-8266 
Group works to end hunger and determine extent of hunger 


*Maine Green Party 
283 Water St., #16 
Augusta, ME 04438; tel: 623-1919 


Maine political party centering on issues of the environment 

Maine NOW (National Organization for Women) 

P.O. Box 4012 

Portland, ME 04101 tel: (207) 797-8508 

Largest grassroots feminist organization in the U.S. 

MaineShare 

283 Water St., Suite 12 

P.O. Box 2095 

Augusta, ME 04338 tel: (207)622-0105 fax: (207) 622-3731 


A cooperative fundraising effort among, working for social and economic justice, 
environmental protection, and peace. 


Maine Vegetarian Resource Network 

c/o Shari Greenfield 

RFD 2 Box 2153 

Belfast, ME 04915 tel: (207) 338-1861 

Maine War Tax Resistance Resource Center 
PO box 776 


Monroe, ME 04951 tel: (207)525-7776 
See below 


Monthly Review Foundation 

122 West 27th St. 

New York, NY 10001 tel: (212) 691-2555 
Socialist journal 

Monty Miller Press 

PO Box 92 

Sydney 2007, Australia 

Publishers of radical books 

National Coalition Against the Death Penalty 
918 F St. NW, Suite 601 

Washington, D.C. 20004 
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Anti-capital punishment group 
National War Tax Resistance Coordinating Committee 
(NWTRCC) 

PO Box 774 

Monroe, ME 04951 tel: 1-800-269-7464 

Group on conscientious objection to taxes used for war Purposes 

New Patriots 

10 Haskell St. 


Westbrook, ME 04092 tel: (207) 854-4805 
"Current problems in America are caused by gross inequality of wealth" 


New World Coalition 

Bates College 

Lewiston, ME 04240 

Student groups working on various political and social issues 

Peace Action/Maine 

P.O. Box 3842 

Portland, ME 04104 tel: (207) 772-0680; pame@agc.apc.org 


State chapter of Peace Action provides Erassroots leadership on disarmament and conflict 


Peace & Justice Center of Eastern Maine 
128 Main St. 
Bangor, ME el: (207) 942-9343 
Peace & Justice Center of Southern Maine 
1 Pleasant St. 2nd & 4th Floor 
Portland, ME 04101 tel: 772-0680 
The Peace & Justice Centers of Maine provide a center fopr p&J Prganizing and 
Activities in their respective regions, 
Perennial Books 
PO Box B 14 
Montague, MA 0135 ! tel: (413) 367-9206 
Providers of radical literature 
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR), Maine Chapter 
PO Box 177] ; 
Portland, ME 04104 tel: (207) 772-060 


PSR is committed to eradicating nuclear Weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, 
Violence, and all its causes 


PICA (Peace through Inter-American Community Action) 
128 Main St. 
Bangor, ME 0400] tel: (207) 947-4203 


PICA stands in solidarity with all people of this hemisphere who reject repression of human 
rights, state-sponsored terror, economic and social injustice, and environmental violence 


Radio Free Maine = 
Roger Leisner 

PO Box 2705 

Augusta, ME 04338 tel: (207) 622-6629 


Altemative videos and audiotapes with a wide variety of topics and speakers 
*Refuse & Resist! 

305 Madison Ave., Suite 1166 

New York, NY 10165 tel: (212) 713-5657 
--Boston Area R&R! tel: (617) 547-7990 
2nd.Maine Militia 

PO Box 100 

Kezar Falls, ME 04047 

Anti-corporate group (left&right) seeking to reclaim community interdependence 
United for a Fair Economy (Share the Wealth) 

37 Temple Place-3rd FI. 

Boston, MA 02111 1(617)423-2148 


A national organization to focus attention on economic inequality in the US 
*Sierra Club/Maine Chapter 

192 State Street 

Portland, ME 04101 tel: (207) 761-5616 


Supports environmental protection in Maine 

«Socialist Labor Party of America 

111 W. Evelyn Ave., Ste. 209 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086-6140 tel: (408) 245-2047; fax: (408) 245-2049 
Socialist labor party 

South End Press 

116 St. Botolph St. 


Boston, MA 02115 
Publishers of wide variety of progressive/radical literature 


Veterans For Peace 
Peace & Justice Center, 1 Pleasant St. 
Portland, ME 04101 tel: (207) 772-1442 


Veterans organization working towards the end of war 

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 
23 Willow Grove 

Brunswick, ME 04011 tel: (207) 729-0023 


Working towards nonviolent, just&equitable societies since 1915, men&women members 
*YouthPeace Program/War Resisters League 

339 Lafayette St. 

New York, NY 10012 tel: (212) 228-0450 fax: (212) 228-6193 
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PROTEST AT vied FEB. 25-28 


the  Jowshaves Supoort Group will A 


Commemorate Ash Wednesday and ¥ 
Protest the launchin of Another 
Aegis dastrouer in BS and ww 
PorHand ‘s feek| ei ON Wednesda ers h in u 
eWSam instead of Nbon, ten traye) tO Batly meetin 
at 2m tov “a ceremony on the bridge Commemorachi: 
rhe hundreds of thousands incinerated at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki; fo commemorate all victims of genocide 
a the sale of US. avs; the Fri e a 
‘peace Plowshares AUTION A Near Bee nay i 
the continuing production tn Aeq 1S a Aa ‘pied 
System. A ContinVes viail is ig ay throu si 
Saturdo AM endin ce a \! : 
a\ WLIO) AStreet 
Leater and OD at the launch in of the US 


o' Kane, DDG 711. Volunteers are needed for the 
vigils , artistic Sup seb ihe props costumes street 


bybater ett. For More |nfocmation call 923 - 2620 - 
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 


SUPPORT = sugscrTBE TO THE 


SHE LE KEE PROGRESSIVES 
INGE wih 















SUBSCRIPTION NOTICE 
Yes. | want the next___issucs of PTP and 
and | will donate [up to $2I $ for cach issuc! 
__ Yes. | want the next___ issucs but | cannot 
donate towards them. 
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Send to: Pine Tree Progressive. PO Box 
227. Jefferson. ME 04248 





The Pine Tree Progressive 


POB 227 
Jefferson. ME 04348 


Please Send To: 


Charlit Scontnas 
S713 Chadboume Hy lt 
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